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Philoſophical Amuſement 


UPON THE 


Language of Be as Ts. 


" O W inſnating you ate, Madam, and 
how well you know the extent of your 


Power over me! I did but once drop a 
Word in one of our Philoſophical Converſations, 
that I was of Opinion that Beaſts ſpoke and very 
well underſtood each other. Any body but you 
would have look*d upon this as one of thoſe Ex- 
preſſions which we are apt ſometimes to throw 
out without Proofs, and with no other Deſign 


but that of inlivening the Converſation. But you 


know me very well, you fay, and though the 


Propoſition looks 1 much like a piece of Plea- 


ſantry, you are pleaſed to ſay that I did not ad- 
vance it at Random: nay, you will needs have 


me treat of it ſeriouſly, and give you an account 


of the Reaſons that perſuaded me to it. Though 
I have the utmoſt Deſire to pleaſe you, I don't 
know whether I could in any other Circumſtance 
prevail upon myſelf to obey you. For you know 
J have hardly any Leiſure to beſtow upon amuſing 
Diſſertations. By good Fortune I am at laſt got 
into the Country. I have left in Town the very 


Memory of the unpleafant Imployments which 
make you ſometimes FRY me, Now methinks I 


am here the Sovereign of whole Nature: in a de- 


lightful Abode, among a Circle of Amuſements 


whoſe Variety removes Diſguſt, and which I 
15 | A mare 
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ſhare in common with @ charming Set of Com- 
pany. From this ſingle Circumſtance you eaſily 
will gueſs that I am at C***. Our Maſters in 
Voluptuouſneb fay, that a means to ſharpen the 
Edge of Pleaſures is now and then to interrupt 
the Chain of them by ſame trifling Imployment. 
What better Choice can I then make than to fa- 
tisfy your Curioſity ? Selt-loye, you ſee, is at the 
bottom of all we do, and it wilt be much lek 
Merit than Pleaſure for me to obey your Com- 
mands. But we make Allowances to each other, 
and if you are but ſatisfied with my Performance, 


1 have a Notion that you. will eaſily forgive my 
not having therein altogether neglected my own 


Amuſement. 2 
You then ask me whether I in good earneſt 
believe that Beaſts ſpeax? W. 


the Serpent had of old a long and coherent Con- 
verſation with Eve, and that Balgam's Af ſpoke, 
It would be more needleſs {till here to alledge the 
Fable of the Horſes of Abilles. You would cer- 
tainly reply, that of theſe Events ſome are Super- 
natural and the other Fabulous, and that they of 


courſe are no Argument in the Order of Nature. 
Now I underſtand you: I am to fetch the * X 
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& my Opinion * Nature itſelf. Well, but 
don't you at the fame time 1 from me any 
wonderful Diſcoveries. Tou perhaps will be a+ 
ſtoniſhed to find that you already youtſelf believe 
every Circumſtance of what 1 think on this Mat- 
tet; and that I ſhall do nothing but unfold your 
own Thoughts to yon, and let you into the Nas 
ture of intficate Sentiments which you have not 
ſufficiently examined. But ſome Preliminaries 
muſt — 2 y eſtabliſhed, and I am afraid 
of Acce ay wil not be ſhorter than the main 
ich is a capital Fault, and againſt 

4 ales of exact Com ofition. But what of that, 
rovided the whole a0 you! Have Beaſts any 
Underſtanding ? If they have, they ſpeak. But 
tow de they peak f Theſe fall be the thre 
Heads of this Diſſertation. | * TT 


I. 
Of the Under landing of Bx as v8. 
H AVE Brutes any Underſtanding ? I am 


convinced you will not ſo much as heſitate 
pon an Anſwer to 10 this ueſtion. Deſcartes ſhall 


il dein tell you that Beal are Machines: . 


all their Actions may be accounted for by 

Laws of Mechaniſm-: that before him, an Arg 
from the time of St. Alſtin, ſome Philoſophers 
have had ſomething like the ſame Notion, You 
have a Bitch 1 5 you love, and which you 
think yourſelf reci ally loved by, Now I. 
defy all the Cartghtne in pc World to perſuade 
you that your Bitch. is a meer Machine. Pray 
conſider i — a ridiculous Caſt this Opinion 
would * all of us who love 1 Dogs, > 

A 2 Bir 


tion, a Caſtle in the Air, which may ſerve 
Amuſement, but has no manner of Solidity in it. 
Nay more. There is ſomething within us, 
which concurs with Reaſon to baniſſi the Cartęſian 
Syſtem from Society. It is not a bare Prejudice, 
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Birds. Imagine to yourſelf a Man who ſhould 
love his Watch as we love a Dog, and careſs it 
becauſe he ſhould think himſelf dearly beloved 


by it, fo as to think that when it points out 
b Twelve or One o Clock, it does it knowingly and 


out of Tenderneſs to him. Were Deſcartes's O- 


pinion true, ſuch would indeed be the Folly of 
all who. believe that their Dogs have an Affection 


for them, and Jove them with Knowledge and 
what we call Sentiment. 

I own that if the Syſtem of Deſcartes was fu 
ported by ſolid Proofs, the Conſequence wou d 


not be ſufficient to confute it: Men in this Caſe 


ſhould be pitied for being given over to fo groſs 
an Illuſton. But Truth 1s for or ever Truth let our 
ſelf-love ſuffer eyer ſo much by it. By good 
luck the Opinion of this Philoſopher has no other 
Foundation than bare Poſſibilities. God, fays he, 
was able to make meer Machines of Beaſts. He 
might have done it without any Impoſſihility, I 
can account for all their Actions by the Laws of 
Mechanjſm. Nay, there are even ſome of theſe 


Actions which 225 to admit of no other Prin- 


, ciple. Ergo, I have Reaſons to think that Reaſts 
are Machines. A very wrong way of Arguing 


as you ſee. For from matter of Fact to Poſſibi- 
lity the Conſequence is certain; but from Poſſi- 


bility to matter of Fact the Conſequence is raſh, 


uncertain, and venturous. It is a meer Su uppoſ 
or an 


but an inward Perſuaſion, a Sentiment whoſe Ori- 
in is this. Poſſibly the Men with whom I live, 
who E to me, who give me Anſwers, who 


argue | 
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argue and act together with me, may be nothing 
but meer Machines. For I know that I am 
actually thinking and have within mea thinking 
and knowing Principle. But I am not equally 
informed of what paſſes within other Men, and 
it cannot be denied but that God has the Power 
of making ſuch Creatutes as ſhould have the Ap- 
pearance only and Motions of Men, though they 
were at. bottom nothing but Machines. How- 
ever, notwithſtanding the. Truth of this Principle, 
it would be altogether impoſſible for me (unleſs 
God ſhould expreſsly reveal it) to beat it into my 
Head, that the Men with whom I live are in- 
deed nothing but Machines, made to aſſiſt or in- 
cumber, to pleaſe or torment me. And why fo? 
It is becauſe when I ſee any one Soni rea- 
ſoning, and acting as I myſelf do, I know not 
what Sentiment within me joins with Reaſon and 
Common Senſe, to force me to believe that the 
Man whom [I fe has in him an active and know- 
ing Principle altogether like my own. Now, 
Beaſts are in the ſame Caſe with regard to us. I 


ſee a Dog haſtening to me when I call him, careſs 


me-when J ſtroke him, tremble and run away 
when I rate him, obey me when I command 
him, and give all the outward Signs of many 
different Sentiments ; of Joy and. Sadneſs, of 
Grief and Pain, of Fear and Deſire, of Paſſions, 
of Love and Hatred. I immediately conclude 
from thence, that a Dog has in. him a Principle 
of Knowledge and Sentiment, be it what it 
will. Though I. ſhould Uſe my utmoſt Endea- 
vour, to beat it into my Head that he is a meer 


Ack ine, and though all the Philoſophers in the 


orld ſhould attempt to convince me of it, 1 
feel myſelf hurried. away by an inward Convicti- 
a, and * J know not what prevailing, F ors 

Wane 
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which perſuades me to the 


contrary: And this 
Sentiment it is, which for ever will contradict the 
Carteſian Opinion in the Minds of Men. It is 
likely therefore that this Philoſopher, whoſe Ge. 


nius was fo tranſcendent, eſpouſed a Syſtem ſo 
ite to our Notions out of meer Frolick, 

for no other pu but to contradi@t the F- 
ripatetics, to whom „ Dobindg 7 


and whoſe Syſtem upon the 
Beaſts e 


Theſe Gentlemen who, — 3» the ack 
Principles of their unintelli loſophy, 
to Bodies a ſubſtanti ef — Su 
diſtinct however from Matter, and which was in 
them the Principle of all their Actions, would not 
doubtleſs refuſe te Beafts z Form of this Kind. 
On the other Hand, as they allowed that Beafts - 
were indowed with Sentiment and Knowledge, 
and ated according to Knowledge and Senti- 
ment; they fain would have . — to them a 
fpiritnal Soul like that of Man: But this the 
— of Chriſtianity did not allow. And 
if Beaſts had a ſpiritual! Soul, that Soul 
| then be immortal and free, it ſhould be 
capable of meriting or of doing amiſs, of Recom- 
penſe or of Puniſhment: They ſhould have a Pa- 
radiſe and a Hell appointed for them; Brafts 
ſhould be a Kind of Men, or Men a Kind of 
Beaſts; all which Conſequences are unwarrant- 
able by the Principles of Religion. The Peripa- 
tetics, thus obliged to be contented with their 
ſubſtantial- material Form, to avoid one Inconve- 
nience fell into another, being of courſe obliged 
to ſay that this ſubſtantial Form was in Bzafts the 
Principle of their Knowledge and Actions, the 
moſt abſurd Sentiment according to the eſtabliſꝰ d 
Principles of Philoſophy and Religion. For in 
the eſtabliſhed Philoſophy we know only fa Sub- 
| NCES z 
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ſtances z one thinking, having: Sentiments, know- 
ing, and reaſoning, which is Spirit: The other 
extended, diviſible, moveable, capable of occaſi- 
oning Sentiments and Knowledge by its Union 
9 Spirit, but altogether incapable itſelf of 
knowing and having Sentiments, which is Mat- 
ter. Here we perceive at one View all the Con- 
traditions necetfarily flowing from the Opinion 
of the Peripetetics. A ſubſtantial Form, which 
is neither Spirit nor Matter: Something which 
has a knowing Faculty and yet is no Spirit: 0 
ſubſtantial· material Form, which 18 no Matter; 
ſhort, material Sentiments and a material . 
ledge. A very dangerous Principle! which might 
become a Weapon in the Hands of Unbelievers a- 
gainſt the Spirituality of our Soul. Is ĩt not a Won- 
5 that ſo monſtrous an Opinion ſhould have ſo 
long kept its Ground in the Chriſtian Schools? 
Some Philoſophers pretended to rectify it. 
Why, faid they, ſhould we acknowledge in the 
Univerſe only "Theſe two Subſtances, Spirit and 
Matter? Has not God been able to create a 
OO Subſtance, between one and the other, in- 
rior to Spirit and ſuperior to Matter, incapable 
of * 0 but capable of Sentiment and 
Knowledge? One might indeed at firſt be apt to 
believe this, and you perhaps ſooner than any. 
But, Madam, have a Care if you pleaſe. This 
would at once replunge you into the Uncertainty 
of the Cartgian Sentiment, and the Darkneſs of 
the Per patetic Opinion. For 1. This Syſtem is 
a meer Suppolition, void of Proof and deſtitute of 
Foundation. 2. What Notion can we frame to 
ourſclves of a Subſtance which is neither Spirit nar 
Matter? With regard to us who know no other 
but theſe two Subſtances, a Middle one is a Chi- 
n ens rations, which we n.. 


tion 
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tion nor any Notion of. And who knows but 
that which is a meer Chimera with regard to us, 
is really ſo in Nature and in itſelf? If it is ſo in 


"a 88 been able to create it, becauſe 


he can make no ens rationis. Now who ſhall re- 
ſolve fo reaſonable a Doubt? 

An antient Author, whoſe Works are collated 
among thoſe of the Fathers, Firmianus Lafantius, 
explained himſelf more frankly. He pretended 
that God had granted the Ui of Reaſon to 
whatever breathes, but to Beaſts for the Preferva- 
tion of their Lives only, without any religious Du- 
ty ; and to Men to enable them to acquire Im- 
mortality and an eternal Happineſs, by the Prac- 
tice of a religious Worſhip. What a Notion ! 
To be ſure Firmianus did not ſee, that fu ppoſing 
a reaſonable and of. courſe a ſpiritual Soul without 
any Duty of Religion, was undermining the 
Foundations of the Law of Nature and of all 
Religion, degrading the ſpiritual Soul, deſtroying 
the Immortality of its Nature, and bringing us 
down to the State of Bcafts, in trying to advance 
theſe to our own. 

You ſee I only touch upon ' Syſtems, for fear I 
ſhould tire you by particular Arguments. How- 
ever, this is al Ph phy 8 with regard to 
the Knowledge of Beaſts. How narrow is the 
human Underſtanding, you will fay, how ſhort 
its Lights, how great its Obſcurity ! It is 
to fright one. We know we exiſt and ak: 
We ſee Facts; we know the Exiſtence of a thou- 
fand Things; but when we are asked how and 
why they are ſo; we then loſe ourſelves in an 
Abyſs of frivolous Conjectures and falſe Supp 
tions: We confuſe our own Brains with a "YR 
ſand vain Arguments, which, far from enlightening 
our — have generally no other effect than to 

ſmother 


mw a> td F 


CY WO oY ad CD TOY” carp ' 


„„ = ny 0d © 1 my 


[9] 


ſtnother that little Portion of Light which Com- | 


mon-ſenſe has imparted to us. We do not un- 
derſtand ourſelves, how then can we underſtand 


| the Nature of Beaſts and of all without us? 


Let me pray you to do one Thing. Go to 
the Indies, to China or Japan, and there you "op 
find Philoſophers of the Heathen, Deiſt, 
Atheiſt Kind, who will argue if not with * 
Capacity, at leaſt with greater Freedom. One will 
tell you that God has created ſeveral Species of Spi- 
rits, ſome more perfect, ſuch as the good and bad 
Ceui are; ſome leſs perfect, which are Men, 
and others much more imperfect fill, which are 
the Beaſts. Another will tell you, that the Di- 
ſtinction of the Spirit and Matter is chimeri- 
cal and impoſſible to be demonſtrated ; ; that he 
ſees no Manner of Inconveniency in thinking that 
there is but one Subſtance which you may call by 
what Name you pleaſe; that this Subſtance has 
in Beaſts as well as in Men an Organization, a 
Modification, a Motion, ſomething in ſhort which 
makes it think more or leſs perfectly: And theſe 
Gentlemen acknowledging — — the Principles 
of the Chriſtian Religion nor the Authority of 
the Church; you will be under the Neceſſity (in 
order to attack them in their Retrenchments) either 
to begin by making them Chriſtians, or to go 
back to metaphy fical Principles very. difficult_to 
be unravelled. But I hope you will ſpare your- 
ſelf the Trouble of the Voyage, and chuſe, as I 
myſelf do, to ſtick cloſe to this greateſt of Prin- 
ciples, viz. All thefe Syſtems axe contrary to 
the Chriſtian Religion; of courle they are abſo- 
lutely falſe. 

Be — Madam, here is another Hypo- 
theſis, which has nothing common with any of 
thoſe I juſt laid before you. It is a Syſtem in- 

B tirely 


20 
tirely new, which will divert you at leaſt by i its 
Singularity, and which! ſhall he here repeat to you 
in the very Words of the Author himſelf, whom 
I heard rroducing: it a while fince in Company, 
and with an Air of Gravity mixed with, Buffoon- 
ry, which made it doubtful whether he was him- 
ſelf perfectly perſuaded of it. 

Every Body, faid he, agrees that Beaſts have a 
1 Faculty; Fey have then a Soul. But is 
that Soul Matter or Spirit? It muſt be one of 
the Two, and yet you are affirm neither, Tou 
dare not advance that it is Matter, becauſe you 
muſt negeſſarily ſuppoſe Matter to be capable of 
thinking. Nor will you fay that it is a Spirit; 
this Opinion bringing with i Conſequences con. 

trary to the Principles of Religion. Well, faid 
he, I ſhall now reſolve all your Difficulties. 
Know then, that Beaſts have a, ſpiritual Soul like 

rs, and that this Opinion, far from contradict. 
1 the Principles of! eligion, is altogether agres 
able to it as well as to Reaſon. You eaſily judge 
that this Introduction ingroſſed all our Attention, 
The whole Company fined, perha — 
and our Impatience for knowing 1 
occaſioned a profound Silenge. The _ 
went on. 

Reaſon, faid he, naturally inclines us to believe 
that Beaſts have a ſpiritual Soul; and the only 
Thing which oppoſes this Sentiment is, the (on: 
ſequences that might be inferred fromit ; and this, 
among others; that Men would differ — 
Beaſts only by the Degrees of Plus and Minus 
which would demoliſh the very Foundations 
all Religion, Therefore, added he, if I can 
clude all theſe Conſequences, if 1 can lian m0 to 
Beaſts a ſpiritual Soul without ſtriking at the 

Doctrines of Religion; it is evident that my Sy- 


ſtem 


1111 | 
ſtem being inoreover the moſt agteeable to Rei- 
ſon, is the only warrantable Hypetheſis. Now 
T can and ſhall do i with the eaſe ima- 
ginable, I even have Means by the fame Me- 
hod to explain many v obſcure Paſſages in 
the Heu a reſolve ſome 
reat Difficulties which are not well confuted. 
This we ſhall unfold in a more particular Man- 
ner, : | ; 
Religion teaches us that the Devils, from the 
very Moment they had ſinned, were reprobate, 
and that they are doomed to burn forever in 
Hell. But the Church has not as yet determin- 
ed whether they do actually indure the Torments 
to which they are condermed. It may then 
be thought that they do not as yet ſuffer them, 
and that the Execution of the Verdict brought 
againft them, is reſerved for the Day of the final 
Judgment. It is otherwiſe with the Souls of 
Huls are judged the very Inſtant of their Separa- 
tion from the Body, and that the Sentence is im- 
mediately executed 4 ſo that thoſe who die in 
God's Diſpleaſure, are that very Inſtant plung- 
ed into the Flames of Hell. But the Church 
has made no ſuch Deciſion with regard to the 
Devils. *Tis true, we very commonly fancy fo, 
and a Multitude of People there are, into whoſe 
Minds it never came to call it in Queſtion, But 
this Opinion, on account of its being believed 
raſhly and without Examination (it being on 
the other Hand rted neither by Scripture 


nor by any other Deciſion) is not in the Church 
a Tradition to which one is obliged to ſubmit; 
and the more ſo becauſe my Sentiment is not al- 
together new, and I might mention ſome Au- 
thorns who have given Hints of it; among others 
OY | B 3 an 


1 [ 12 
an Eccleſiaſtical Writer, Victor Prieſt of Antioch, 
who has expreſsly publiſhed: it in his Works. 
No, Madam, you muſt know, that while the 

Author was thus delivering himſelf, an Abbe and 
Doctor who was preſent, a Man of Wit indeed, 
but warm in Diſpute and prejudiced -in Favour 
of his own Opinions, was muttering and grum- 
bling to himſelf, with an Air of diſcontent which 
our Author eaſily diſcovered. What is the mat- 
ter with you, Sir, faid he; you ſeem not to be 
pleaſed ? No mote I can be, replied the Doctor, 
for your Propoſition is downright Hereſy. This 
you are to prove replied the Author. | Nothing 
in the Worl ſo eaſy ſaid the Doctor; and I ſhall 
do it from-the Authority of the Scholaftick Au- 
thors, and the Holy Fathers. Tou ſhan't, by 
all that's good! Said the Lady whoſe: Houſe we 
were at; at leaſt you ſhan't do it now. We are 
all of us curious to know the new Syſtem z you 
muſt if you pleaſe hear it from Beginning to End, 
and afterwards you ſhall. be at Liberty to diſpute 
as much as you pleaſe upon your Scholaſticks, and 
your Holy Fathers. The Lady was obeyed, and 
the other went on. od Wow 
| When I advance, ſaid he, that the Devils do 
| not as yet ſuffer the Torments'of Hell, if it was 
1 an arbitrary Suppoſition like the Mechaniſm of 
| Deſcartes, or. the middle Subſtance which ſome 
other Philoſophers have imagined 3 every one 
would have a.right to reject my Suppoſition, and 
I ſhould perſuade no body into it. But I beg 
the Doctor to be pleaſed. to hear the Progfs where- 
upon my Propoſition is ſupported. It is an Ar- 
ticle of our Faith that the Devil tempts us in or- 
| der to provoke us to Sin: That he lays Snares 
to make us fall: That he is for ever roving about 
us, as St. Peter has it, watching an Occaſion to de- 
3 4 15 your 
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[9 
your us. He fills our Minds with wicked Sug- 
geſtions : He ſeizes upon Bodies, and when he has 
once made himſelf Maſter of them, he does not 
always betray his Preſence by Fits of Madneſs. 
He ſometimes Laughs, he Sings, and delights in 
puzzling the Miniſters of the Church who attempt 
to conjure him forth. He argues with the ut- 
moſt Coolneſs, as when he tempted Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Defart, and ſeduced Eve in the earthly 
Paradiſe, Now imagine to yourſelf ſome Body 
in Hell, ſuch as Scripture repreſents it, penetrated 
through his whole Subſtance, devoured and con- 
ſumed by a Fire, whoſe Violence is beyond every 
thing; and then conſider if a Man or a Spirit in 
that Condition can poſſibly be taken up with 
any other Thought than that of the horrid Tor- 
ture he endures. If you tell me that he is tranſ- 
ported with Fury, and that all his Moments are 
conſtantly filled by new Fits of Rage and Deſpair, 
I ſhall neceſſarihy conceive it. But that he ſhould: 
have leiſure enough to think of tempting and 
ſhifting with us, is altogether incomprehenſible, 
and we ſhould be obliged to conclude that the 
Devils do not tempt us, or that the Tortures of 
Hell are not fo very great as they are repreſented; 
two Conſequences equally oppoſite to Faith, Let 
us then conclude, that the Devils do. not as Ts 
undergo their Torments. 

What our Divines ſay that the Devils carry 
then Hell along with them every where, I know 

ry well and confeſs, I even | think it is not to 
beg queſtioned, But let us ex ourſelves. That 
it may be truly faid that Devils carry their. 
Hell with them every where, is it neceſſary that 
they ſhould actually undergo the Tortures of it? 
No. It is — be condemned to it 


n "ahi which'they-.every _ 
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where carry with them the Shame and ptimary Ef. 
fects, as I ſhall immediately explam. Would 
we not ſay of a Criminal whoſe Puniſhment ſhould 
de deferred in order to make him lead 4 miſera· 
ble and ignominious Life for a few Days, that 
1 where with him the Wheel he is 

to expire on? Thus it is that the Devils carry 
their Hell with them every where. Their Sen- 
tence is pronounced without any hopes of Mercy; 
— withoat Remarks: 


Thought never leaves them, 3 
they every where carry their Hell along wi 
them, that is, Ts Les of the Hell for them ap. 
But we have a thoufand Reaſons to be- 
„„ 
| pe 1 he 


y, which thall-be che beginni 
_— This agreeswith the other Paſ- 

in which the Devils driven 
2 to bim for the an- 
he gives them in driving them out of the 
Art thou come, ſay they to 
him, 10 torment ws before the time ? If the Devils actu- 
ally ſuffer the Tortures of Hell, what reaſonable 


every 
where carry the eternal Blemiſh of it; the horrid 
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the irrevocable Judgment God has paſſed upon 
theſe rebellious Spirits, and that the profound. 
Darkneſs ſignifies the Abyſs of Humiliation into 
which their Sin has plunged them. But the other 
Words of the Text are ſo very clear and preciſe, 
that no other reaſonable Meaning can be given 
them, byt that which agrees with my 8 
[ might perhaps take an additional Advantage 
of ſome other Texts of mn But I hope 
thoſe I haye juſt quoted are fufficient to convince 
any Man not given over to Prejudice. 

I never ſhall tell you, Madam, what Tor- 
tures the Doctor ſuffered during this Expoſition 


of the Holy. Scripture, He once more would | 


needs interrupt the Author, and pretended that 
theſe Paſſages might be interpreted in quite ano- _. 
ther Manner. But the Company a ſecond time 
obliged him to hold his Tongue, and defired the 
Author at laſt to tell them what it was he pre- 
= to infer from what he had — A 
For they did not as yet perceive what all tha 
— at. What I pretend to infer, 

id he, is, that till Doom's-Day comes, God, 
| in 


[16 
in order not to ſuffer ſo many Legions of 
bate Spirits to be of no uſe, has diſtributed 
thro? the ſeveral Spaces of the World, to ſerve the 
Deſigns of his Providence, and make his Omni- 
potence to ap Some continuing in their na- 
tural State, buſy — in tempting Men, 
about ſeducing and tormenting them, either im- 
mediately as Job's Devil, and thoſe that lay hold 
of human Bodies, or by the Miniſtry of Sorcerers, 
and of Phantoms. Theſe wicked Spirits are thoſe 
whom the Scripture calls the Powers of Darkneſs, 
and the Powers of the Air, God, with the others, 
makes Millions of Beaſts of all Kinds, which ſerve 
for the ſeveral Uſes of Man, which fill the Uni- 
verſe, and cauſe the Wiſdom and Omni | 
of the Creator to be admired. By that Means, 
added he, I eaſily conceive how on the one 
Hand the Devil's can tempt us, and on the other 
how Beaſts can think, know, have Sentiments 
and a Spiritual Soul, without any way ſtriking at 
the Doctrines of Religion. I am no longer ſur- 
prized to ſee them have Dexterity, Fore-caſt, 

Lady, and Judgment. I ſhould rather have 

ion to wonder at their having no more of 
thoſe Qualities, fince their Soul very likely is 
more perfect than ours. But I diſcover the Rea- 
fon of this. It is becauſe in Beaſts as well as in 
ourſelves, the Operations of the Mind are depen- 
dent on the material Organs of the. Machine to 
. which it is united, and theſe Organs being groſs- 
er and leſs perfect in Beaſts than in us, it follows 
that the Knowledge, the Thoughts, and the o- 
ther Spiritual Operations of Beaſts muſt of courſe 
be leſs perfect than ours; and if theſe proud a 
xits know their on difinal State, what 'an 
miliation muſt it be to them, thus to ſee them- 
| ſelves reduced to the Condition of Beaſts! But, 
whether 
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titude of People of whom Religion informs me 
chat a great number ſhall be damned. But the 
eure of a Prejudice is not to be effected in a Mo- 
ment: It is done by Time and Reflexion, Give, 
ma leave then lightly to touch upon this Difficulty, 
in order to obſerve a very important thing to you. 
Perſuaded as we are that Beaſts have Intelli- 
gence, have we not all of us a thouſand times 
itied them for the exceſſive Evils, * the 
ajority of them are expoſed to, and in rea- 
lity ſuffer? How unhappy is the Condition of 
Horſes, we are apt to ſay, ſeeing a Horſe whom 
an unmateiful Carman is murthering with Blows! 
How miſerable is a that they are breaking for 
Hunting! How diſmal is the fate of Beaſts living 
in Woods ! They are perpetually expoſed to 
the Injuries of the Weather, always ſeized. with 
A nſions of becoming the Prey of Hunters or 
of wilder Animal; for ever obliged, after 
long Fatigue, to look out for ſome poor inſipid 
Food; often ſuffering cruel Hunger, and ſub- 
ject moreover to [I and Death! If Men are 
ſubject to a multitude of Miſeries that overwhelm 
them, Religion acquaints us with the Reaſon of 
it, viz, their being born Sinners. But what Crimes 
can Beaſts have committed, by birth to be ſub- 
jected to Evils fo very cruel ? tie 
At theſe laſt Words our Doctor made fo fu- 
rious a Grimace, ſtriking his Hand on his Knee, 
that the Company could not help laughing, I ſe, 
Sir, ſaid the Author, addreſſing to him, what it 
is that offends you. You imagine that the Re- 
flection I have been ing, is contrary to what 
you call in Theology the State of pure Nature; 
but you are miſtaken, I acknowledge as well 
as you, that, independent of all Sin, God might 
have created Man (and much more nnn 
9 - u 


— 


LJ 
ſubject to all the Miſeries which are the natural 
Conſequences of their Conſtitution. But the Evils 
ve endure, are they in reality ſuch as they would 
have been in the State of pure Nature? No, You 
are obliged to acknowledge that they are much 
greater, and many Divines propoſe, even after 
St. Auſtin, this Exceſs of Miſery as a Proof of 
the Exiſtence of an- original Sin., What are we 
then to think of the horrid Exceſſes of Miſery 
undergone by Beaſts :' Miſeries indeed far greater 
than thoſe of Men? This is in any other Syſtem an 
incomprehenſible Myſtery ; whereas nothing is 
more eaſy to-be conceived from. the Syſtem I pro- 
poſe. The rebellious Spirits deſerve a Puniſhment 
ſtill more rigorous, and happy is it for them that 
their Puniſhment is deferred. In a Word, God's 
Goodneſs is vindicated ; Man himſelf is juſtified ; 
For what Right can he have, without Neceſſity, 
and often in the way of meer Diverſion to take 
away the Life of Millions of Beaſts, if God had 
not authorized him ſo to do; and Beaſts being as 
ſenſible as ourſelves of Pain and Death, how could 
a juſt and merciful God have given Man that 
Priviledge, if they were not ſo many guilty Victims 
of the divine Vengeance? 

But hear, continued he, ſomething ſtill more con- 
vincing, and of greater Conſequence, Beaſts by na- 
tureare extremely vicious, We know very well that 
they never Sin, becauſe they are not freez but 
this is the only Condition wanting to make them 
Sinners. The voracious Beaſts and Birds of Prey 
are cruel, Many Inſects of one and the fame 
Species devour each other. Cats are perfidious 
and ungrateful. Monkeys are miſchievous. Dogs 

are envious. All Beaſts in general are jealous 
and revengeful to exceſs, not to mention many 
other Vices which we = in them; 07 
32238 C2 | 8 
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are, according to 

vil, to diſconcert 

whatever is in Na- 

tural Juſtice, and to the Principles of Virtue. 


What Monſters theſe, in a World 
created for Order and Juſtice to 
This is in good part what formerly 


2 


the Manicheans, that there were of neceſſity two 
D bad 
that Beaſts were not + Work of the ied 

; how then 


ple. A monſtrous Error! But 
thall we believe that Beaſts came out of 
of the Creator, with 
If Man is ſo very wi and 
cauſe er 
happy Nature God had given him at hi 
tion. Ot two things then we maſt fay 

that God has taken delight in naki 
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[22] 
d e a Body organized; and that as Man 
has not two Souls, Beaſts likewiſe have each but 
one Devil. 1 that Feſus Chriſt: 
h one day many Devils, and 
theſe having asked his hive © enter into a Herd 
of Swine that fed near the Sea, he permitted it, 
and they entered into the Swine accordingly, 
But what ha ? Each Scoine having his own 
Devil already, there was a Battle, and the whole - 
Herd threw themſelves headlong into the Sea. 
This Union once ſuppoſed, we ought not to 
be farprized at any thing in Beaſts, They muſt 
have a Knowledge and a Sentiment like ours; 
and from what paſſes within us, they muſt be 
Jealous, choleric, perfidious, ungrateful, and ſelf- 
intereſted like ourſelves. They muſt be either gay 
or ſad according to Events or their preſent Diſpoſi- 
tion. They muſt have Love and Hatred, and De- 
fire for multiplying their Species, an Affection for 
their Young, and a Care to bring them up: In 
a.Word, they muſt do all what they do, and 
which ſeems incomprehenſible to us when a ſpiri- 
tual Soul is not granted them. However, it may be 
per to obſerve, that as the rebellious Spirits have 
deſerved to be degraded in this Manner for hav- 
ing abuſed their Reaſon and Lights, God has been 
minded to humble them with regard to their very 
Reaſon, by making them depend on Organs fo 
very groſs, that it is infinitely inferior to that of 
Men. — — it hap that we now and 
then judge that Beaſts do ſome acts of Reaſon z 
but we have great Reaſon to believe, that they 
never make many coherent and reflected Judg- 
ments like ourſelves, becauſe their Organs will 
not allow of Motions fo very delicate. This con- 
ſtitutes Automata, which moſt commonly act only 
| 3 Knowledge; and 1 


1 

to 2, Spirit the utmoſt Degree of Humiliation. It 
is not thus with their Senſations: For the rebel- 
lious finned not by their Senſes ; They had 
none. Beſides, Senſes are always material Organs 
and groſs Interpreters. Let their Uſe be ever fo 
perfect, it is always a Degree of Humiliation to a 
a Devil created to be a pure Spirit, and of courſe 
to know and perceive in a much more perfect 
Manner. For this Reaſon it was, that God has 
not given Beaſts Senſes of a coarſer kind than ours. 
The Spirits which animate them are ſufficiently 

niſhed, by being made. ſubject to * 
= "ok It even ſeems that God, either to hum- 
ble us alſo, or to cauſe the Variety of his Produc- 
tions to be admired, has been pleaſed to give ſome 
Beaſts Organs and Senſations much nicer and 
more perfect than ours. For Inſtance, the 2 
of Prey have ſo piercing an Eye, che 
lt a Smell, the Spider ſo ſubtile a Je 
285 no Man can come up 1b them in thele 

ounts. 

The extreme Littleneſs of an infinite Number 
of Beaſts (It is ſtill the Author that ſpeaks) might 
impoſe upon ſuck Perſons as have not ſufficiently” 
reſſected on the Nature of Things. How! will 
one ſay, is it poſſible to believe that a Devil 
can be lodged in a Fly, a Flea, or a Mite ? But 
how! might not he be as well lodged there as in a 
Horſe or an Ox? A Spirit having abſolutely no 
Extenſion, in order to be united to a Body does 
not require that this Body be more or leſs exten- 
five, The very minuteſt Quantity of Matter is 
enough for him, provided it be organized: and 
there is none, tho ever ſo ſmall, but what mi 
be ſo. God might have made Man as little a5 
the minuteſt Inſect; and if he had done it our 
* would not value e the . X 

| in 


e 
think themityes the leg happily lodged en thaf 
account. The Reaſon is, becauſe there is no abs 

icade in the World. A Flea in itſelf 


ade the Abies, 


"As tothe fond 
e ofthe Doris ater th: 
Der of Bath, it 6 dls yy eaſy to be an- 


Buy „ taught formerly, a 15 


. 0 that is are of 2 that at the Mo- 


3 — e e d Doltng 
tion, if at the Moment of the Deſtruction of their 

firft Body they paſſed not immediately into ano- 
cher, to begin to live a- new under another Form. 
Thus fach or ſuch a Devil, after having been a 
Cat or a Goat, js forced to paß into che mbryo 
of a Bird, x Fith, or a Butter- Fly, * 
em. 
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them. IIpßy thoſe who licht upon à god 
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Lodging, as many Birds, Horſes, and Dogs d; 
and woe to ſuch as become Beaſts of Burden, or 
bs, es Game. It is a kind of Lottery, in 
the Devils very ech have not e 
te 1 de ages Þ6wever, that the 
It t t Wever, t t 
chang 5 Species, and that the N | 
had 8 been a Horſe; is always to be a Horſe 
Bu this mon would be liable to very 
great t br. or às the Species of Beaſfs 
tende increaſe and diminiſh upon the Earth, 
it would thence, follow, either that there would 
be ſometimes too few Devils to ſupply a.certain 
Species, or ſometimes tog_miany, . ie that ſome 
would remain in Relays and without Imployment, 
which is nat likely; whereas by a e a ge- 
neral e you prevent all Difficulties, 
Al ping Beaſts moſt N ly produce a 
1 ter Number of Eggs or mbryos than 
is ry to perpetuate them in the ſame Num- 
ber. Therefore the Devils, whom God has de- 
ſtined to animate them, never want Imployment 
or LONG For if oy A Cley- pas to = 
or be confi ably diminiſhed, they may 
the Eggs of another and multi 5 1 155 
is what ſometimes cauſes thoſe prodigi Clouds 
8 Jools and thoſe, innumerable. Swarms of 
which lay waſte "ur. Fields and 
83 E look into Cold or Heat, Rains o 
Wands I for the Cauſe of thele amazing N 8 
cations, and the true ” 4 8 18, Gat in the; 
they come, or in the fore bt or lo 
Number; — Deer, Birds or Nes have periſhed 
with all their Eggs; 0 chat the Ren which 
animated them have; been obliged 115 ddenly, to 
get into the very firſt * they fou foun diſpoſe 
to 
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to receive them, and which had as jt were ſo 
Houſes to be let. wed 

In ſhort, concluded the Author, you tbe; that 

the more this Syſtem is ſearched into, the DE wore 

ou find jn it ſome of theſe CharaCters of Probabi 

2 which ſtrike and perſuade us. Ir is @ Source 

85 ew Obſervations, which fatisfies our 

d the Foundations of it in Re. 

iy: oh Reaſon ſupplies me with the 10ſt 

y Proof of it, and Prejudices can oppoſe to 

it —4 but friyolous Difficylties. Can a Man 

refuſe his x chica of a Syſtem ſo plauſible 
and fo well rted on every Side? 

I kn not, P Madam, what You will think of 
A Syſtem ſo new and ſo very ſingular, But I muſt 
tell you that its very great Singularity was migh 

agreeable to the whole Company 3 ſome took it 
meerly for a Piece of Wit and 1 
Pleaſantry; others look?d upon it as a 
that deſerved to be ſeriouſly believed. For my 
rt, as you know I am a perfect Pyrrhonian in 
oint of Syſte __ Karel with Bin d 
the Hee” Auth, I Praiſes, which good Breeding 
utres in a Caſe like th * 1 5 explaining my, 
if farther. The Truth is that J knew and ſtill 
know not what to think of it. For on the 
done hand! T find that the Syſtem very well an- 
vers all Difficulties, and that it wound be no 
 cafy Matter to prove it falſe.” But on the other 
händ ] don't fee it built upon Foundations fuffi- 
ciently ſolid to produce a real Perſuaſion, And 
as it beſides concerns ſome Points of Religion, I 
think f it would be a Rafhneſs to eſpouſe it with 
out the tacit Conſent at leaft of the Doctors. 
Our Abr was not fo Circumſpect as I. He would 
eeds return to the Charge. The Author let 
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cannot poſſibly doubt. Angels ſpeak to eack 
other, 2 „ Let us lay afide- 


. 0 27 1 
to give an Anſwer. On this Play was propoſed. 
The two Champions retired, in a corner of the 
Room, to continue their, Diſpute; and I could 
not hear their Arguments. 

But I take notice that here is already much 
Writing, and not one Word mentiot pk the 
principal Queſtion you made me upon the Lan- 
ge e of Beaſts, Let us then make an End of 

firſt Diſcuſſion, arid reſume our *. e 
It is certain that Beaſts have an intelligent Faculty, 
be the Principle of it what it will. It is a Fact 
fo generally confeſſed by all Men, that I did not 
t vie it to you as I intended 
to amuſe you by expoſing the ſeveral Opinions. 
Let us therefore examine now wWiether they * 
or no. 


II. | 
of + the Neceſſity of a Language be: 


tween BEASTS. 


IRST, let us evident the Foſſibility of it, 
In the common Uſe, what we call ſpeaking 
is making one's ſelf underſtood by a ſequel of 
Words afticulated, whereby Men have agreed to 
expreſs ſuch an Idea or Sentiment; and the total 
Collection of theſe Words is what we call a Lan- 


* 
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. dus ge, which is different among different Natl- 


If Beaſts ſpeak, th ertainly do it not by 


hey Cera 
means of a Language Kind. But it is im- 


poſlible, WEAR this a Aliſtarice, to make one's ſelf 
underſtood, and to ſpeak in 7 15 Of chis we 


what . 
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what is ſupernatural. When we are. rg: 
thing in us ſpeaks. Do we not * 5 
by certain Looks, by a Motion o the 21 
a Geſture, nay! The leaſt Sign in the World ? 
Imagine to yourſelf, Madam, a Nation of Dumb- 
People. Do you think they would not deliver 
their, Minds to each other, and by Cries, Geſtures, 
Looks, and Poſtures, ſupp ly the Want of our 
Words and Phraſes? For m my Par I think they 
would live very well in a Society like we Sw 
and that Ader d the firſt among them ſhould have 
with ſome Difficulty eſtabliſhed ſome ſenſible Signs 
and Expreſſions, they would eaſil 55 them to 
their Children: That theſe would improve more 
and more in this way of expreſſing themſelves, 
and by degrees would form, not indeed a To 
but a very diſtinct Language, and as mg . 
ble to them as our Dialects are to us. Of this 
we have ſuch amazing Inſtances, that it is im- 
poſſible to call it in Queſtion ; and I ſhall even 
maintain, that the ſame Idea reſſible 
many different ways, there might x y be in 
ſuch a Language a Choice of Expreflions, Energy, 
Eloquence, Simplicity, Metaphors, and perhaps 
even Affectation. No doubt — chere would al- 
ſo be Obſcurity and Equivocations in it: But 
| * are theſe not to be found? Let us then ap- 
ly chis Example to Beaſts. They have no 
Tongues; but why ſhould they not have a Speech? 
The ching evidently i is 1 Let us now exa- 
mine whether it is neceſſa 
All Beaſts, i We Be med, have a knowing 
Faculty: Nor do we ſee that the Author of Na- 
ture can have given them this Faculty, for any 
other Furpoſe that to inable them to provide for 
eir Wants, their Preſervation, and whatever is 
for their Condition, and ſuitable VO: the pecu- 


$& i207 Jar 


« — 


> TT a> -W UW eee 


5 Any 


— 


OT 29 I 
liar kind, of Life he has appointed for them. Let 
us add to this Principle” that many Species of 
Beaſts are made to live in Society at large, and the 
others either to live Male and Female in a kind 
of Houſe. keeping, or in a kind of Family with their 


'Young till they are brought up. A few Excep- 


tions, S. hich Highs be oppo ed to this general 
Law, are not to be accounted any thing. To be- 
gn in now by mentioning the firſt Species only: 
at Uſe” do we conceive Beaſts might ma 
their Underſtanding for the Preſervation und Well 


fare of their Socie and of courſe for their own 


Good reſulting therefrom, if the Mem- 
ers of that Society have not among themſelves a 
common Language perfectly known to every one 
of them ? Let us reſume the Example of a. Nati- 
on of dumb People, and. ſuppoſe that beſides the 
want of 8 „Nature has even refuſed them 
all poſſible Means eans of communicating their Thoughts 
to one Kang What uſe could they make of 
their Knowledge and Underſtanding ? It is plain 
that being able neither to underſtand nor to be 
underftood, they could neither afford nor receive 
any Help from the Society. Far from mutually 


_ aſſiſting each other, they neceſſarily muſt be in 


a perpetual Qppoſition. The Diſtrufl would be ge- 
neral. IN Hatred, and Revenge, would break 
all Principles of Union between them, and they 
being ſoon changed into wild Beaſts, would think 
of nothing but deſtroying each other. In a Word, 
no more Communication, no more Society. 

It would be much the fame thing with the 
Beafts'which live in Society, if you ſuppoſe that 
they have not a Language among themſelves to 
Underſtand each other, be it what will, you can 
no longer 9 how their Society coul fubſit. 


Let us the Beavers. for : an Inſtance... Theſe 


N. 2 2 . nimals 


— * 


1 
Animals, to be under Covert and Secure, live in 
ſmall Huts of Clay, which they build for them- 
ſelves with amazing Dexterity on the Border of 
a Lake, and ſet upon Piles. But they have found 
that, as they ſtood in need of each other's Help 
to build their Dwellings; they niuſt of courſe live 
in Society. They then get thirty, forty, more 
or leſs ve and after they have pitched up- 
on a Soil fit for their Habitation, and where 
they hope to live more conveniently and ſecure, 
they divide among themſelves the Works neceſſa- 
ty for the Conſtruction of their Abodes. Some 


go and fetch the Wood: Others provide the 


Clay which ſome of them are commiſſioned to 


bring, and this by lying upon their Back with 


their Paws up, as we know they do, to make a 
ſort of Cart of their Body, which the others drag 
along to the Place where it is to be uſed. There 
one does the Part of a Maſon, another that of 
a Labourer, and a third that of an Architecture. 


A Tree is firſt cut at the Root, and falls into the 


Lake. This done, other Artificers work it: 
Some prepare the Piles, others drive them into 


the Ground, while 6thers are forming the ſeve- 


ral Timbers neceſſary. All is done orderly and 
in perfect Concert. You would think you faw the 
Brians building the City of Carthage. The lazy 7 
or the froward are undoubtedly puniſhed. The 
Centries faithfully do their Diny The Work 
is carried on to Perfection. It is the Admiration 
of Men themſelves; and then the little Corpora- 
tion quietly injoying the Benefit of their Work, 


no longer have any other Thought, but that of. 


living eaſy, and of multiplying their Species cach 

in his little Family. Had BCA 
Does not fo coherent and ſo well executed an 
Underſtanding evidently intimat: the Neceſſity of 
| 33 
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theſe Animals, and their 


8 a Speech whereby they mutually commu- 


nicate their Thoaghts to each other? Pray, 
Madam, conſider what is ſaid of the Tower 0 
Babel. The Means God made uſe of to ma 
that extravagant Project abortive (a ſure and infal. 
üble Means indeed 5 was the Confuſion of their 
Languages, The Workmen having all on a 
Waden | forgot eg the 5 | ; which 
before, and being no onger able to 
nde ene each other, became incapable of act- 
ing in concert, and were obliged to give over 
their Enterprize. The ſame muſt happen to any 
Society whoſe Members ſhall not be able to un- 
— — one another. Bring thirty Peoplę to- 
gether ſpeaking each a different Language, and 
will ſoon re Diſorder and Confuſion among 


them. What would then happen, if theſe thirty | 


People could not ſpeak at all, and had no Means 
left of delivering their Thoughts? Let us ſuppoſe the 
| Beavers to be really in that Condition; what wou'd 
be the Conſt reid I ſee in a Moment all the 
Society diſordered ; without Chief, without Su- 
| bordination, without Counſel, withour Concert. 
I fee all the Works which require the Aſſiſtance 
of = Hands, neceſſarily abandoned. No more 
that watch for * public Safety: No 
Teelling in Common, Every one, as in the 
Tower of Babel, ſhall retire 8 live by himſclf, 
in ſhort no more Society. 
Cannot Inſtinct, ſome will fay, ſupply the Want 
of a Lan ? Two Beavers meet and join to- 
gether, cauſe their Inſtinct inclines them to- 


wards forming a Society. A third, then a fourth, 


and many others ſucceſſively come and increaſe 
dhe Company: The Society is formed. The fame 


Inſtinet inclines them to go and fetch 3 


[32] 


Eirth to build their Huts, juſt t n 
fetch what is neceſſary to build their N 
they ſeem to divide the be Work among them, it 1 
becauſe ſome of them ſeeing the Others bring, the the 
Earth, in their Turn go and fetch Wood; 
likewiſe when they ſer part of them buſy Worx 
the Mortar; they, not to remain idle, 
* N in working the Wood. All this 
wires no more than Eyes and Inſtine. 
i ou 8 ntinels placed upon 15 Avenues, it 
in a Foe: there is always ſome one 
1 Timorous or Prudent than the reſt, who 
makes the Precautions he uſes for his own 8 59 
ſerve for the Utlity of others. Nene 
The Objection” has ſomething ſpecious in it, 
but; it muſt be examined to the Bottom. What 
is Inſtinct? It is a Sentiment void of Reflection, 
whoſe Principle is unknown; a blind Deſire, an 
undeliberate Biaſs, a mechanick Motion of our 
ole which prompts; us to do a Thing without 
knowing any Reaſon Why. This. 5 95 if 
there is ſuch a Thing, is e intricate 


in Men, chat it remains without Effect: Only it 
is thought to produce very ſingular Effects in ſome 
of them. It is wonderful in Beaſts, they 
by it their moſt admirable Actions are rag Fes £m 
Nothing in reality is more convenient than this 
Inſtinct. But when will Men ceaſe to te 
Words for Things? 1. What we call Inſtinct We 
ſomething very obſcure and unknown in itſe 
2. What racks have we that Beaſts have m 
of this, Inſtin& than Men? The Prejudices in | 
Point have been carried ſo far as to believe 
Inſtinct in Beaſts is preferable to Reaſon in Nes 
But upon what Foundation is human Reaſons ths 
5 
very 


* degraded to do honour to the Inſtinct of 
15 true, we ſe Birds making their Neſts 


ä | 
very great Induſtry, We ſee ſome Animals 2 
. means of certain Herbs which thy 
find out, The Sparrows likewiſe purge themſelves 
and their Young with Spiders or other Inſects. 

The Pidgeons and many Birds fwallow Gravel 


to facilitate their Digeſtion. The Storks, they 


ſay, taught Man the Uſe of Cliſters. Theſe are 
ſome of the moſt wonderful Effects of the pre- 
tended Inſtinct of Beaſts. For we muſt not give 
Credit to many Fables that are ſet about concern- 
ing this Matter; and I fee in all this nothing fit 
to be cried up. 3. But ſince we cannot refuſe 
Beaſts a. kn Faculty, why do we give them 
a needleſs Inftint? Why ſhould we attribute to 
this unknown Inſtinft what may be the ſimple 
Effect of their Underſtanding ; and fince it is 


really in conſequence of a Knowing Faculty that 


Man performs the ſame Operations, why ſhould not 
the ſame Principle alſo rule in Beaſts? Is not this 
what we call multiplying Beings without Neceſlity, 
and . throw a N open a Thing 
in itſelf plain and perſpicuous? For my part, I 
am perſuaded that what we believe Beaſts do by 


an Inſtinct peculiar to them; they like ourſelves 


do it in conſequence of their Knowledge, and 
with Knowledge. I am even apt to think that 
what we call Inftin& is a meer Ens Rationis, a 
Name void of reality, a Remain of Peripatetio 
Philoſophy. But if Inſtinft muſt be admitted, 


I never will believe that Beaſts are better pros. 
vided with it than Men, ſo long as no other Ar- 


gutnent ſhall be brought to prove it than Facts 


which I can account for from fimple Knowledge ; | 
and if that Inſtinct is nor ſufficient to Man to 


guide him, it muſt of courſe be ſtill leſs ſufficient 
do Beaſts. * > Shes 1 
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I then refarne my Example and my Argu- 


ment. If 1 it is not . ra Inſtinct that Bea- 
vers make their li Settlements in ſo much 


\ Concert, they then do it in conſequence of their 


Knowledge. Now I have proved by the Suppo- 
ſition of a whole Nation of People abſolutely 
Dumb, that a knowing Faculty without a rect- 
procal Communication by means of a ſenſible and 
well-known Language, is not ſuffieient to main- 
tain Society, or to execute any Undertaking chat 
requires Union and Concert. Let us then con- 
clude that, ſince Nature, which always acts with 
ſo much Wiſdom, has made the Beavers to live 
in Society: . ſhe has given them all the Means 
pag 4 that Purpoſe, and of courſe the Fa- 
| of Speaking, let their Language be what it 
911. awer it ĩs impoſſible for any Society to ſubſiſt 
without this Help. And as Nature every where 
follows the ſame Rules, let us apply this A. gu- 
ment to the Bees, the Ants, and all Kinds of 
Beaſts that live in Society; and by that Means a 
conſiderable Part of them a * e with 
the Faculty of Speech. | | 

Bat can the fame Thing: be ſaid of the Beaſts 
which do not live in Society? Such are the major 
Part of the Quadrupe ds, the Birds, the Fiſhes, 
the Reptiles, Wink, are undeniably the greater 
Number.“ I don't know, Madam, whether you 


Juſt now yentured to make. For, if there; are any 

Bzalts that ſpeak, they muſtof neceſſity all of them 
be If Beavers and Parrots have a es, 

er and Snail mult haye theirs alſo. I am, 
as it 


* . 


; of which are guarded by the ſtrongeſt 
But in the Land of Syſtems, as well 
the ERP Is en the only 

difficult 


perceive the Conſequence of the firſt Step I have 


es in a dangerous Defilee; all 


r e e 
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diicult. 1 have roved, methinks, with ks. 


fag. enough, that the Beaſts living in So- 
ciety muſt needs have a Language. I am next to 
extend the Propoſition to al the other Species of 
Beaſts. 
And ierd, why ſhould Nature, ave refuſed 


to Some of them a Privilege it has granted to 


the Reſt?, Nothing would be more contrary: to 
the Uniformity ſhe affects i in all her Productions. 
I know that Nature, which is as Sparing in Su 
fluities as ſne is Prodigal i in things Neceſſary, does 
nothing in vain. But it is not neceſſary ah a 
Couple of Beaſts joined to form a Houſhold and 
a Family together, a Couple of Birds for in- 
ſtance, be able to underſtand and mutually to im- 
part their Sentiments and Thoughts to each 
other? Bring together and alſdcighe two People 
abſolutly Dumb, I defy the Union to ſubſiſt, if 
they have no Means left of agreeing about their 
Affairs, and of expreſſing their mutual Wants, 
Two Sparrows without any kind of Language, 
will lye under the ſame Impoſſibility of living to- 

— and all the Inconveniences of the dumb 

iety J have mentioned, will be ſeen in their 

little Family; -In a Word, the Neceſſity of a 
Language between a Husband and his Wife, to 
inable them to live together, is Juſt the fame as 
for'a a whole Society). 

Nature, without any Impoſſibility, might have 


f made ſome” Animals to live in an abſolute Solitude, 
and accordingly have given them both, Sexes, 0 


be able to multiply thehnſelves as. Plants dd, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Copulation, and differently 
from Snails and Worms, which, though they, have 
both Sexes, cannot uſe "them. any otherwiſe . than 


by coupling. If you ſuppoſe, Far the there are Beaſty 


ol this kind in the'Unitverle, 1 ad con- 


i tcls 


. 
feſs that Nature, had ſhe indowed them with the 
Faculty of Speaking, would have given them a 
needleſs Talent. But wherever 8 Beaſts ſhall 
ſtand in an habitual Need of each other, and form 
among them a laſting Society, they of neceſſity 
muſt ſpeak to each other, How 1 is it to be con- 
ceived, that two Sparrows in the Heat of their 
Luſt, or in the Cares attending the bringing bp 
of their Family, have not a thouſand Things 
fay to each other? This would be the Place of 
inlivening our Subject by curious Particularities. 
But my Intention is not to make a philoſophical 
Work degenerate into Buffoonry. You ſee I 
inſiſt upon none but ſolid Arguments, and I fay 
it is impoſſible in the Order of Nature, that a 
Sparrow who loves his Wife, has not, in order to 
perſuade her, a Language full of Expreſſion and 
enderneſs. He muſt ſcold her 5 5 ſhe plays 
che Coquet: He muſt menace the Sparks that 
come to cajole her: He muſt be able ro under: 
ſtand her when ſhe calls him: He muſt, while ſhe 
& aſſiduouſly fitting on her Brood, be able to pro- 
vide Neceſſaries for her, and diſcern whether it is 
ſome Food ſhe asks for, or Feathers to repair 


her Neſt ; for all which Things a Language 
is neceſſary. | 
Many Beaſts, one will ſay, have not a ſettled 
nd Miners Houſhold like Birds: (For by the 

— Birds are the Model of conjugal Conſtancy 


and Fidelity:) This I very well know, and their 


Number is even very great. Such are 5 2 
Horſes, Deer, and all Quadrupeds, Fi 

and Reptiles. Bat I ſhall always inſiſt upon a 
Principle granted and acknowledged as certain. 
Nature i is too much like herſelf in Productions of 


one and the fame Genus, to have put between 
Braſts ſo eſſential a Difference or that of ſpeaking 
0 9 or 
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or not ſpeaking at all would be. Upon this 
Principle it is, that though. we hardly know the 
Seeds of Coral, of Muſhrooms, of Truftls, and of 
Fern, we are nevertheleſs perſuaded that theſe 


Plants proceed from Seeds; becauſe it is the 


Manner in which Nature produces all the reſt. 
Let us then conclude, that if Nature has given 
the Beaſts living in Society and in a Family the 
Faculty of 8 — ſhe doubtleſs has beſtowed 
the ſame Advantage upon all the reſt. For we 
are not now upon * of thoſe accidental Diffe. 
rences which Nature loves to diverſify in the dif. 
2 0 Species of one Genus. There are not 
in the whole World two Faces perfectiy 

alle; but yet all Men have a Face. There are 

among the ſeveral Species of Animals Differences 
ſtill greater. Some have Wings, others have 
Fins, others have Feet and Legs. The Serpents . 
have none of theſe : But all Toh have the 
Faculty of moving and of tranſporting themſelves 
wherever they pleaſe according to their Wants. 
Among Animals there are ſome who ſee and hear 
more or leſs perfectly, but yet they all hear and 
ſee. It is the fame thing With the Faculty of 
Speech. This Faculty perhaps is more perfect in 
the Beaſts which live in Society and form Fa- 
milies; But it being in ſome, we muſt believe it 
to be in all of them, but more or leſs perfect 
according to their reſpective Wants. 

It is even obſervable, that the Animals who 
live neither in Society nor in a ſettled Family, yet 
have in each Species a Sort of Commerce and 
Society among themſelves. Such are the Qua- 
drupeds, has Fiſhes, , the Reptiles, the Birds 


. themſelves independently of their Houſhold, as 


Starlings, Partridges, Ravens, Ducks, and Hens. 
Now, what Utility could Reaſts fetch from en- 


de 


. 
deavouring to live in Society one with another, 
if they did it not for. mutual Aſſiſtance, and reci- 

rocally to have the Benefit of their Knowledge, 
Dover, and of all the Helps they can afford 
each other; and how could they do ſo, if they 
underſtand not one another? All the Arguments 
I have already uſed to prove that che Beaſts which 
live in Society muſt have a Language, here again 
find their Place and their whole Energy. All 
the Difference muſt -be only in the Degrees of 
Plus and Minus, and if we judge of this from 
Matters of Fact, probably there is no Difference 
at all: . 

The Wolves, for inſtance; bunt with very great 
Skill; and together contrive warlike Stratagems. 
A Man crofling a Field ſaw a Wolf who ſeemed 
to be watching a Flock of Sheep. He informed 
the Shepherd of it, and adviſed him to cauſe this 
Animal to be purſued by his Dogs. I ſhan't be 
ſuch a Fool replied the Shepherd ; The Wolf yon- 
der is there only to divert my Attention, . 
another Wolf who is working on the other Side, 
only watches the Moment when J ſhall ſet my 
Dogs upon this, to ſnatch one of my Sheep from 
me. The Man who was going by, willing to be 
 fatisfied of the Fact, promiſed to pay for the 
Sheep, and the Thing happened juſt as the Shep- 
herd had ſaid it would. 1 not a Stratagem fo 
well concerted evidently ſuppoſe, ' that: the two 
Wolves had agreed together, one to ſhew and the 

other to hide Himſelf? Now how is it poſſible to 
agree in this Manner without the Help of Speech ? 
A Sparrom finding a Neſt which a Swallow had 

juſt built ſtanding v ery convenient for him, poſſeſt 
himſelf of it. The $ Swallow ſeeing the Uſurper 
in her Houſe called for Help to expel him. A 
| ee Swallows came full 1 and e 


& 


- 1 
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the Sparrow: But the Latter being covered on 
every Side, and preſenting only his large Beak ar 
the narrow Entrance of the Neſt, was invulne- 
rable and made the boldeſt of them who durſt 
approach him to repent their Temerity. After 
a Quarter of an Hour's Combat all the Swallows 
diſappeared; The Sparrow thought he had got 
the better, and the Spectators judged that che 
Swallows had abandoned the Undertakin g. Not 
in the leaſt.” Immediately we ſaw them. return 
to the Charge; and each of them having pro- 
vided a little of that /tempered Earth -where- 
with they make their Neſts, they all at once fell 
upon the Sparrow, and incloſed him in the 
Neſt, to periſh there, ſince they could not drive 
him thence...” Do you believe, Madam, that the 
Swallows have bern able to hatch and concert 
this Deſign all of them together, without ſpeak- 
ing to each other? B PA 
Wonders are recounted of the Monkies when 
they 80 H Plundering. A Troop of Soldiers that 
goes. O, Forraging in the Neighbourhood of the 
Enemy, cannot march in greater Order or with 
more Precaution- I could mention a thouſand: 
like Inſtances: But this would require a Volume; 
and J aim only at ſupporting my Argument. Men 
— have always made uſe of theſe Exam ples 

rove that Beaſts have a knowing Faculty; 
— they have been in the right ſo to do, becauſe 
it is really duconceiyveable that Beaſts can do ſuch 
ſingular Actions without Knowledge. But we 
evidently have not ſufficiently examined into the 
Cafe, and it being [equally impoſſible for Beaſts 
to do theſe Avon without Speaking, -werare 
moreover obliged: to conclude thãt᷑ the alſo ſpeak 
to one another. Now, Madam, I would — 
ou here to obſerve, that this is not an Opinion 


l 4.2 or 
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or a Syſtem founded upon meer Conjectures or 


bable Explications, but an Argument ſu 

ed by ſenſible and-palpable Facts. 1 fay aldi 
Matters of Fact, ſuch as theſe I have juſt alledg- 
ed, and a thouſand the like in every Kind. Enter 
intoa Wood where there are a Parcel of Jays. The 
firſt who ſees you gives the Alarm to the whole 
Troop, ger 2 rr rs 299" 

or till your Preſence has made them fly off. Mag: 


3 and almoſt all the —— Kinds 
firſt 


do the fame. Let a Cat but ſhew herſelf upon the 
top of a Houſe or in a Garden; the very 
Sparrow that es her, exactly does what a 
Centinel who ſees the Enemy does among us. He 
by his Cries warns all his Companions, and ſeems 
to imitate the Noiſe, of a Drum beating 
See a Gock near his Hen, a Dove near the Female 
he is wocing, a Cat following tus Mate, there is 
no end of their Diſcourſes, 

Nor would there be any End of mine, if 1 
1 leave no Particularity untouched, and yet 
I intend to ſet Bounds to this little Work. 1 
ſhall add but one important Reflection, which in 
my Opinion is a kind of Demonſtration. We 
every Day ſpeak to Beaſts and they underſtand 
us very well. The Shepherd makes himſelf un- 
derſtood by his Sheep. The Cows underſtand all 
the Milk-maid fays to them. We ſpeak to our 
Horſes, Dogs, and Birds, and they underſtand 
us. uit tn'their Turn fpealt' 00"; and we un- 


derſtand them. 
How much more muſt make themſelves 
or with regard to 


underſtood by their Like 


them we can have no other than a foreign Lan- 
guage ; _ if Nature has enabled them 1 
ſtand a foreign Language, how can ve 
refuſed them the Faculty of Underſtanding and 


Speis . 


2 March. 
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waking, # natural one, Your Bitch, for in- 
ſtance, a great deal of Wit, you conye 
8 95 Oy. 
ou ma ure that 
W ee „Le underſtands 
aut 3s eee him till much better. | 
that it is fit to believe it, ſince Reafan, the 
Laws ef Nature, Matters of Fact, and Exe 
e ll Pay 20 Prone It tp, Peres or 
dence capable of fixing our Uncertainty in 


perſuaded you. For I never knew ap thing ſo 
difficalt in the World . 1 of 
aur e fetched from 
bis own Lights ; unleſs it 1 Self. love. 
| Foc among the 


av 
- 


ns tha 
Se Bll gp the Lak which 7 require * 
yu and vie toll be ny are recable 
to me, is, that you cannot but be ſatis with 
my Complaiſance; and to leave you pothing to 
deſire on this Point, Tl hw 
1 laſt Point remaining to bę 


a Language of B x 4873. 


you expeft, Madam, that becauſe I aw 
N ede that Beaſts ſpeak ; I mult .cx- 
in their to you, and give you f. 


* oft? J 72 the 2 _ 


in that 
Point. However, I ore 1 know whether I have 


ce among the {e- | 
8 955 25 
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difficult to me, and I am at no ſmall loſs how to 
begin. I ſhall go back to our Principle; and fol- 
lowing the Order of the different Reflexions 
which this Subject ſhall ſuggeſt, I ſhall do all you 
can reaſonably require for the clearing of . this 
Matter. But you are to expect none but general 
Obſervations ; for Particularities would chere de- 
erate into downright Buffoonry. = 

Why has Nature given Beaſts the Faculty of 
Speech ? Why, to no other End but that they 
might expreſs their Defires and Sentiments one to 
another, and by that Means ſupply their Wants 
and whatever is neceſſary for their Preſervation, 
I know that Language in general has ſtill another 
Intention, which 1s to expreſs Ideas, Knowledge, 
Reflexions, and Arguments. But whatever Sy- 
ſtem we follow as to the Knowledge of Beaſts, 
even though it were my Syſtem. of Devils which 
© gives tliem a ſpiritual Soul capable of reaſoning ; 
it it is certain that Nature indowed them with 
no other Knowledge but that which is uſeful and 
neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Species and 
of each Individual. Conſequently, no abſtract 
Ideas, no metaphyſical Reaſonings, no various 
Reſearches upon all the Objects which ſurround 
them, no other Science in ſhort but that of being 
in Health, of Self- preſervation, of avoiding what- 
ever can hurt, ad of procuring whatever can be 
beneficial to them. Therefore none of them was 


ever ſeen making Speeches in public, or diſput- 


ing about Cauſes and their Effects. They know 
no other than the animal Life. Sod 
From this Reflection flows another, viz, that at 
the ſame Time that Nature has confined the 
Knowledge of Beaſts within ſo narrow a Compaſs, 
ſhe of Neceſſity has alſo proportionably confined 
their Deſires, their Paſſions, and of _ their 
* / ants. 
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Wan. For it is our Defires that make our 


Wants, and Knowledge that gives birth to our 


Deſires. To know that one may be happy and 


to wiſh to be ſo, is in the Heart of Man but one 
and the fame Thing. Before he had ſinned, 
his Eyes were ſhut to all worldly and ſenſible 


Goods. He had no Deſire for them. Sin ;open- 


ed his Eyes, and to his Misfortune he coveted 


theſe Goods. Happy the wiſe Man who knows 


how to reſtrain his Deſires within the Bounds pre- 


ſcribed by Religion and Reaſon. . No more of 


your Morality, you will ſay, let us come to the 
Point. 


Glory, Grandeur, Riches, Reputation, Pagean- - 


try, and Luxury, are Names unknown to Beaſts, 


and which you will not find in the Dictionary 
of their Language. They can expreſs nothing 


but their Deſires, and theſe are limited purely to 
what is neceſſary for their Preſervation. Hear a 
Dog ſpeak. He never will complain that his 
Kennel is not gilt, or his Meat not offered him in 
a Silver Diſh. He never will ſue for- the Privi- 
ledge of commanding all the Dogs in the Houſe. 
All he will ask from you is a ſmall Portion of 
Food to ſubſiſt on. If you menace him, he will 
endeavour to appeaſe you, If you leave him alone, 
by his Cries he will expreſs his Deſpair, and the 
Apprehenſion he is under of being abandoned for 
ever. If you take him with you o walking, he will 
thank you with a thouſand Expreſſions of Joy. 
If he ſees any Object that frightens him, he wall 
by his Motions and Barkings inform you of it. 
In ſhort ſpeak to him of eating, drinking, ſleep- 
ing, running, fooling, of defending himſelf a- 
gainſt his Enemy, and of. defending you as his 
Protector and only Support, he will underſtand 
and anſwer you very 77 becauſe all this tends 

2 to 


. rous Beaſt, every thing 


and prolixe? Men are naturally 
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to his Preſervation, for which alone Natute has 


given him the Faculty of . and 


| Chat of making himſelf underſftood, | that is of 


ſpeaking. But avoid treating with him abvor 
Philoſo a Morality. It would be ufing 4 
foreig guage, to all the Bag of 
which he is an abſolute Stranger. His Kriow- 
ledge and Wants 40 tive jeath 8 far; but brin 

4 Bitch to him. They will ſoon get aa ealntec, 
and the Converſation begin. Not are you to ex- 
pect that he will loſe Time, in making Compli- 
ments to the Fair upon her Beauty, her Shape, 
Wit, Extraction and Youth. All theſe Advan. 
tages are to him ſo many unknown Ideas, which 
he can neither underſtand nor expreſs. e on- 


ä "Gay that moves him at that Inſtant is a 


fire of tnultiplying his Spectes, or at leaſt of 
uſing the proper Means for it. On this only 
Topick it is that the whole Conyerfation runs, 
Bur then it is Life and * N. In an amo- 
as in the 
Tok aſſionate Man. tis Geldes, his Voice, 

his Motions, all in ſhort ſpeak his Paſſion. 
This Principle ſupplies us with our firſt Obfer- 
r, upon the Language of Beaſts, viz. that it 
very limited, ſince it does not extend beyond the 
Necetaries of Life. However, let us not —_ 

upon ourſelves with regard to this Point. 
take Things right, the Language of Beaſts 1 
s ſo limited to us only with Relation to ours, 


Wich is perhaps too diffuſe. Limited as it is, 
i ĩs ſufficient to Beafts, and more would be of no 
ſervice to them. Were it not to be wiſhed, that 


, Were less abundant 


purs, at leaſt in fome 
great Talkers 


and, if 1 date fay' fo, blab much. They never 
bare Words edith adi _ 
7 
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fy. Not fatiefied with ſimple Ideas, they love as 
it wege to diſſect ther ints Subdiviſions 5 they 
ſornetimes ſeem willing to anatormize an Idea or 
a Sentiment, as a Surgeon would do a Man's 
Head, So many Words maſt of courſe be new- 
ly coined : And what Words too! why, fuch as 
are void of meaning, obſcure, equivocal, and fit- 
tet to breed Diſputes than to inſtruct the Mind. 

On the other Hand, how do Men abuſe the 


Facility of ſpeaking ing Nature has given them | 
y Errors and Falſhoods are the ordinary 


How man 
Topicks of our Converſations | How many Extra- 
vagances and Triffes, Slanderings and wicked Dif. 
courſes! If Beafts ſhould hear us converſe, prate, 
lye, ſlander, and rave; would they have Reaſon 
to envy us the Uſe we make of Speech? They 


have not our Priviledges; but in recompenſe 


they have not our Failings. They ſpeak little, 
but always to the purpoſe, and that ingly. 

They always ſpeak Truth, and never deceive, not 
even in point of Love, And is not this an Ad- 


vantage they have over us? With regard to this, 


they are neatly in the ame Cafe with the Peaſants 
in out Countries, and the Negroes and Savages of 
America, I might even make Philoſophers of 
them, and compare at leaſt many of their Species 
with Diogenes living in a little Tub, content with 
bare Neceſſaries, avoiding the Commerce of Men, 
and never ſpeaking but out of meer Neceſſity, Such 
is one of thoſe great wiskered and well-furred 
Cats, which you fee quietly couching in a Corner, 
leiſurely digeſting his Food, "ge, at Diſcretion, 
ſdmetimes taking the Diverſion of hunting, and 
moreover injoying Life with Tranquility, without 
minding the Events which ruffle us, and without 
plaguing his Brains with a thouſand needleſs Re- 
flections, nor cating to impart his own Thoughts 
1 | to 


h# 
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to others. *Tis true, the ſight of a She Cat will 


be ſufficient to diſconcert all his Philoſophy ; but 


are our Philoſophers a whit wiſer on the like Oc- 
caſion? 


Let us however ſtick cloſe to Truth. I intend 
neither to be ſeduced nor to dazzle my own Eyes 
by Arguments leſs ſolid than ſpecious. Beaſts in 
general ſpeak little. There are even ſome of ſo 
ſilent a Piſpolition, - that they won't drop four 
Words a Day. Such are among thoſe we Ln; 
Aſſes, Horſes, Oxen, Sheep, and the major Part of 
the Quadrupeds. The Reaſon is very plain. It 
is becauſe Nature has given theſe Animals only a 
Food fo very ſlight and eaſy to be digeſted, that 
they are inceſſantly obliged to renew it, in order 
to prevent Hunger, and this takes up moſt of 
their Leiſure. But in return you muſt own, that 
there are Animals which ſpeak without the leaſt 
Intermiſſion. Such are among others the Birds. 
(and here I beg of you to obſerve that it is the 
Females who ſpeak the leaſt) As the Language 
of Birds is, as J may fay, the beſt articulated, 
and the moſt ſenſible to us, let us take it for an 
Example. From it you ſhall be able to judge of 
the Language of the other Bzaſts, hy putting be- 
tween them the Differences which are eaſily ob- 
ſerved in each Species. | 

Birds Sing, they fay : But this is a Miſtake, 
Birds do not Sing but ſpeak. What we take for 


Singing is no more than their natural Language. 


Do the Magpy, the Jay, the Raven, the Owl, and 
the Duck Sing ? > 'What makes us believe that they 
Sing is their tuneful Voice. Thus the Hottentots 
inAfrica ſeem to cluck likeTurkey-cocks tho? it be 
the natural Accent of their Language, and thus ſe- 
veral Nations ſeem to us to ſing, when they in- 
deed ſpeak. - Birds, if you will, Sing - the 

ame 


1 

fame Senſe; but they ſing not for ſinging's fake 
as we fancy. they do. Their Singing is always an 
intended Speech; and it is comical enough that 
there ſhould be thus in the World ſo numerous 
a Nation, which never ſpeak otherwiſe but tuna- 
bly and muſically. But in ſhort, what do theſe 


Birds fay ? The Queſtion ſhould be propoſed to 


Apollonius Tyaneus, who boafted of underſtanding 
their Language. As for me, who am no Diviner, 
I can give you no more than probable Con- 


Let us take for our Example the Magyy,which 
is fo great a Chatterer. It is eaſy to perceive, 
that her Diſcourſes or Songs are varied. She 
ſometimes lowers or raiſes her Voice, ſometimes 
haſtens or ſlackens the Meaſure, and ſometimes 
lengthens or ſhortens her Chit-chat. And theſe 
evidently. are ſo many different Sentences, Now 


following the Rule I have laid down, that the 


Knowledge, . Deſires, Wants, and of Courſe the 
Expreſſions of Beaſts are confined to what is uſe- 
ful or neceſſary for their Preſervation, methinks 
nothing is more eaſy than at firſt, and in general 
to underſtand the meaning of theſe different 
Phraſes. Nor muſt you take this for Pleaſantry; 
it is downright Truth, or at leaſt what I thought 
came neareſt to it, For a Magpy having no Speech 
but what is uſeful or neceſſary to her, whenever 
ſhe- ſpeaks do but obſerve what Circumſtance ſhe 
is in with regard to her Wants. Then reflect 
what you would ſay yourſelf in a like Situation, 
and this will be exactly the very thing ſhe-fays. 
For Inſtance, if ſhe ſpeaks, eating with a good 
Appetite, ſhe infallibly ſays at that time what 
you would fay yourſelf on the like Occaſion: 
© That is very good; that does me good. If 
you offer her ſomething bad, ſhe immediately 


4 


lays, 


„ goings follow me. Come quick, come in 


without Lau 
that — by a 


and that Expreſſion is neceſſarily 


Where areyou 0 going 


* haſte.. Where are you? Here I am. Don't 
vou hear me? You eat all. I ſhall beat you. 
Aye aye, you hurt me. Who is coming here? 
«© 1 am afraid, Have a care, have a care. 
Alarm, alarm! Let us hide ourſelves. Let us 
„ fly away v. You fee I could nell this Dictio- 
nary with many the like Phraſes, #1 
ſhould add to it all the geſted by 
Love, Jealouſy, Grief, an But is it mot 
a great deal, that I have dared to give you 4 
Specimen of it? 

Now I mention Joy; give me leave huge to 
make a ſhort ion. Do you know that our 
ancient Philoſophers pretended that Beaſts do not 
laugh, and that laughing is an eſſential Property 
of Man, excluſive of Brutes? But is not this a- 
gain an ancient Miftake, and is it not evident 
that Beaſts laugh very heartily after their own 


Manner, and every whit as well as Man — 


See a couple of you 


young Puppies romping 


ina Field, catching, playing Tricks, ends 
2 Can all this be 
1 bs it eſſential to lau 
a Motion of 


5 


Lips and Mouth, with a convulſive ſound of Vaice? 
is no more than an ig — of Joy, 
different in the 


different 


1 


different Species of Animals. Man laughs after 
425* and the Dog after his. No mat- 
ter whether it is gle Mato ſudden burſting of the Voice, 


Ir is ſtill 


I am of the | 
myſelf z and th fie the Glowing — Lavghz 
ing is an Expteſſion of Pleaſufe and Joy. 
all Pleaſure and Joy do not excite Langhter, 
The only Joy which makes us laugh, is that 
which is ac 
is excited in us at the light of ſome odd 
Mixture of two inconſiſtent Ideas or Things; as 


of a Magiſtrate dreſſed like a Harlequin; or of 


an aukward Fellow taking upon him the Man of 
Skill. This is ſo very true; that the fame thing 


which makes us laugh in ordinary Occurfences, 


on ſome other Oceaſions no longer comi- 
cal to us, We lau 2 
Diverſion or out of anity, trying 


But let the ſame Accident happen 
ning from an armed Enemy, far from laughing, 
we are very ſorry for it; therefore, to be capable 
of Laughter, we muſt be likewiſe capable of com- 
— two Ideas together, and of petceiving the 


nconſiſtency that is between them. "ow this 


is what Beate can never do, becauſe they have 
none but direct Notions. They have Sentiments 
of Satisfaction, Pleaſure and Joy 3 and the major 
Part expreſs them very diſtin&ly; but they cannot 
have the Joy which proceeds Hom Reflection or 

riſon. Therefore Beaſts never laugh, and 


the ancient Philoſophets were e 10 —__ right. Now 
6 | It 


again to our Birds. 8 


con of the Ears of the Til, 


with Surpriſe; and which 


over a 
Ditch of Water, falls 4 into the 10 dle of it. 
to anothet run- 


— — — —— — — 
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lt may be objected that Birds always fepeat the 
fame thing. and conſequently vary not their 
Phraſes as I pretend they do. To this I anſwer, 
that beſides the Differences of quickneſs and ſlow- 
neſs, of high and low, of length and. ſhortneſs, 
which it is eaſy to obſerve in the Language of 


Beaſts, there are very likely many others which 


we do not perceive, for want of underſtanding 
their Language, but which Birds among them- 
ſelves perceive very well, Can we diſtinguiſh 
their Phyſiognomy ? We hardly ſuſpect that there 
is a Difference of Phyſiognomy among them. No- 
thing however is more certain, b they never 
miſtake it. I have ſeen a Swallow carrying Food 
to ſix or ſeven little ones ranged in a Row u 
the Hand of a Dial. They changed their Places 
every Moment, and yet the Mother never miſtook 
in giving twice together Food to the fame, but 
remembered every one of them. Let a Ewe 
in a Flock of a hundred Lambs hear her own 
bleat, - ſhe immediately knows him again, and 
haſtens to him. Two Sparrows will know one 
another by their Voice among a thouſand. I 
might here alledge a hundred other like Facts, 
to prove that all Animals have, in their mutual 


' Correſpondence, a Delicacy of Diſcernment, which 


is not within our reach, and which makes them 
obſerve Differences among themſelves which are al- 
together imperceptible to us. If then many Birds 
ſeem to us always to ſing the ſame Note, as the 
Sparrow, the Chaffinch, and the Canary-Bird ; we 
muſt not thence conclude that they are faying the 
ſame thing for ever. Let us rather believe that 


hearing, with regard to a Language which is 
quite ſtrange and unknown to us. When we ſay 


in French Chaſſex ce Matin, & Fe Suis arrive ce 


Matin: 


* * 


groſſneſs of our Organs of 
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Matin: We diſtinguiſh theſe two Matins by the 
Pronunciation; but their Difference is ſo very in- 
ſenſible to a Foreigner, that he can hardly per- 
ceive it. The Chineſe Language is full of Dif- 
ferences of this Kind, which Foreigners 2 at the 
greateſt Loſs to or execute. I fan am 
a Man born deaf, who ſhould for the fir 
hear People converſe, would (not knowing — 
thing of Vowels, Words, and Syllables) alſo be- 
lieve that they ger epeat the fame thing over and 
over. Such is t — we upon the 
Language of Bude n 

However, I ſhall not over - do this Reflection, 


and pretend that a Nightingale in the Spring va - 


ries his Diſcourſe as much as he does his Notes, 


or that a Canary- bird in his Cage utters ſo many 


different Phraſes as he ts his Tune over. No, 
I am on the contrary perſuaded that Birds are 
Chatterers, and love Repetitions. It is even ne- 
they ſhould be fo; and the Reaſon is this. 
To fay, F lve you, we have a hundred fynony- 
mous Phraſes and different ns; and there 
is no Thought but what we can dreſs many ——5 
rent Ways, This is the Reſult of the fu 
of our Knowledge, and of the Multiplicity 2 
our Ideas, and, as I may fay, of the Pliancy 
and Extent of our Genius, which comprehend 
ſeveral objects at once, and perceives their recipro- 
cal Relations, It is not thus with Beaſts. Na- 
ture has confined their Knowledge within Bounds 
ſo very narrow, that they can conſider but one 
lingle Object at the fame time; and as they al- 


ways conſider it Simply and in the fame Manner; 


they likewiſe have generally but one way of ex- 
preſſing their — and Sentiments. This 
Obſervation is of Importance to know the Lan- 
Katze of Beaſts in a _ perfect Manner. It 
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is not only confined, as I fajd, to the 
belonging to their Preſervation, but alſo moe 
in its own Nature, having commonly but one 
Expreſlion for each Object: and this is the Cauſe 
of their frequent Repetitions. For as it is natu- 
ral for Beaſts always to inſiſt upon the fame Ob- 
ject till their Deſire is or diverted by 
another more preſſing, and as they have but one 
Way to explain — upon each Object; it 
is neceſſary that they ſhould always repeat the 
{ame Expreſſion, 7 that this Repetition ſhould 
— as long as they are taken up rich the ſame 
Thus a Nog barking in the Night on 
—9 of ſome Note he has heard, evidently 
repeats this Phraſe over and over, Have a care 
I hear a Noiſewhich give me Uneaſineſs: Or, 1 
5+ ſee ſome body I miſtruſt? ; and he will not 
ceaſe repeating jt 1 his Apprehenſions are over. 
Thus a Chaffinch for ever repeats to his Mate the 
ſame Expreſſion of his Love and Tenderneſs, and 
will tell ; the ſame Phraſe twenty times over, 
*I love you, I love you ??, or ſomething equi- 
valent. But in other Circumſtances, as for In- 
ſtance, thoſe of — and Jealouſy, of Satisfact- 
jon and Grief, we ſee that both Dog and Chaf- 
finch uſe many other different Phraſes; or if we 
do not perceive the Pifferences of them, it is 
meerly the fault of our Organs, or the little 

Knowledge we have of their ſeveral Accents, 

t is then true with regard to Birds whom we 
have taken for our Example, that moſt of them 
are great Repeaters. Nay, it is not enough to 
ſay moſt of them, for they are all in the ſame Caſe, 
and if the Nightingale ſeems to uſe fewer Repetiti- 
ons, it al becauſe his Phraſe is longer and the 
Difference of his Notes more perceptible. But it 
is nevertheleſs rac that they have different uns, 


for 


rr 


* 
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_ preſs; and that this Repetition proceeds only 
their n upon the ſame Object on one 
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for the different Sentiments they have a Mind to ex- 
only from 


hand, and their having but one Expreſſion 
for each Object on the other. Js this a Fault in 
their Language ? I don't 2 it. But again 
compare if you pleaſe. this pretended Fault with 
the pretended Advantage of our Amplifications, 
Metaphors, Hyberboles, and intricate Phraſes, 
and will ever find in Birds Simplicity and 
Truth, and in the human Language abundance 
of idle Words and rank Falſittes. . 

At leaſt you cannat refuſe the Simplicity of 
their Language an Advantage which ours has 
not. For it is uniform, and with. regard to each 
Species, at all Times and in all the Countries in 
the World, for ever the ſame: Whereas in the 
human Kind not only each Nation has its 
liar Language, but the Diale& of every People 
varies perpetually, and after a certain Time it is no 
longer what it was. A Frenchman of Charlemaign's 
Time would no more underſtand us than we now 
underſtand a Spaniard or an ' Engliſhman, The 
Language of Beaſts and Birds is not ſubject to 
theſe troubleſome Variations. The Nightingales 
and Canary-Birds that now are, ſpeak exadtly the 
ſame 3 as their Species ſpoke before the 
Flood. Carry them to the Hudies and China, 
they will not hear a foreign Language there; 
and the very Moment of their Arrival they 


will be able-to converſe with their like without 


the Aſſiſtance of Interpreters. Is it not to be 
wiſhed that Men, as was ſometimes propoſed, 
would upon this Model eſtabliſh a general 
Language, that might he:uaderiualt all oyer the 


— 
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Obſerve, Madam, that this Simplicity or Steri- 
lity in the Language of Beaſts, will appear ſtill . 


leſs defective to you, if you confider that its 
Imperfection is replaced by Miens, Geſtures, 


and Motions, which are a kind of Language 
very intelligible, and a Supplement of the Vocal 
Expreſſion. A Dog for Inſtance, has no vocal 
Expreſſion to ask Pardon when he finds you are 
angry with him z but what does he do? Why 
he humbles himſelf before you z he cringes at 
your Feet in the Poſture of a Supplicant. He has 
no Phraſe to ſay open me the Door; but he 
fcratches at it, and thereby - informs you of his 
wanting to come in or go out. Are not theſe ſpeak- 
ing Actions? Even fo; ſince they make them- 
| ſelves well underſtood. This would be the Place, 
as the vulgar Proverb ſays, to make a Commen- 
tary upon the Grimaces of Monkeys. For it is 
beyond all Queſtion, that if among theſe Gri- 
maces there are ſome which are no more than . 
meer Contoxſions, there are on the fly Hand 
ſome which are ſo many * equiva - 
lent to Words and Phraſes. N 
But do I not take too much Advantage, 
thus alledging on the one Hand the Example of 
Birds which are really great Talkers, and on the 
other Hand that of Dogs and Monkeys which 
are full of Geſticulation, while there are 2 bender 
theſe ſo many other Species of Beaſts, which have 
very few or even no vocal Expreſſions at all, and 
in which we moreover obſerve none of the above 
Geſtures or ſpeaking Actions? No; I- intended 
not to diſſemble any thing. If I have propoſed” 
theſe Examples, it is meerly becauſe thoſe Beaſts 
living amongſt us, we know them much betten 
than The other Species, and becauſe we muſt 
always argue from the moſt ſenſible Examples, 
| : 17 
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in ofder to illuſtrate Facts that are les notorious. 
But what if I have alledged the'Inſtance of Cats 
and Dogs? Nature is conſtantly uniform. This 
is an unqueſtionable — and conſequently 
rve 


what ential Parts we in one ſingle Spe- 


cies of Beaſts, we are to ſuppoſe the ſame in all 
the reſt. - 


I own Fiſhes and Reptileshere oppoſe no ſmall 
Difficulty to our Prejudices. How is it to be 
conceived, that a Carp is not indeed the dumb 
Creature it is commonly thought to be, and what 
kind of Language can be imagined between two 
Palmer- worms or two Ants? The Birds ſing, the 
Dogs bark, the Wolves howl, the Stags bellow, 

the Horſes neigh, the Sheep bleat. But Fiſhes 
and crawling Inſects appear abſolutely — 
*Tis true, if there are a few Species of Beaſts 
whoſe Language is more ſenſible than that of the 
reſt, and upon which I may have ventured to form 
ſome probable Conjectures, it would be requiri 
too much of me to pretend that I ſhould explain 
the Language of Fiſhes and Reptiles an the fame 
j For they may very well be proved to 
have a Language, be it what it will, ſince all the 
other Species are indowed with one. But who 
will attempt to know and. diſtinguiſh it? Part 
of them live in an Element forbidden us, and the 
others eſcape our Sight by their Smallneſs. 

Let us, however, with great Care avoid giving 
ourſelves up too much to our own Prejudices. 
-How do we know — have not — | 
and more Expreſſions than t 
| Or ear rap They all of them ſeem to have 
been formed nearly upon the ſame Model. 
Some fly, others ſwim; but flying and ſwimming 
s one and the ſame Thing ; z the — alone is 
different. It is written in Gengſis, that _— 

cr 


too nice indeed for our Ears, but which might 


Water Noiſes inſenſible to us, and that Fi 


1 
treated at the fame Time the Birds and Fiſhes 
from the Boſom of the Waters: Which ſerved 


| ſome Monks as a Pretence to perſuade. themſelves 


that on Fiſh-Days they might indifferently eat of 
both Kinds: Fiſhes are provided with five Senſes, 


which we obſerve in Birds and in all other Ani- 


mals, Why ſhould not they have the Faculty 
* the reſt? If we hear them neither 
ſpeak nor ſing, it is perhaps for want of a 

Organ to hear them. The Waters is full and 
thoroughly penetrated with Air which Fiſhes 
breathe. Why might they not with that Air 
r Spring equivalent to the 
Tongue and Throat, form Vibrations and Sound 


be heard in every Species? Pray obſerve that the 
Ear of Man is extremely coarſe, and that this 
Coarſeneſs is the Reſult x Thame \ao-—r ey | 

For were our Ear ſenſible to the minuteſt Vibra- 
tions of the Air we live in, we ſhould be forever 
ſtunned with a thouſand confus'd Noiſes, which 


would never permit us to diſtinguiſhed any one 


of them, There are then — 2 der -Air 


many Sounds which we do not hear. Such is the 
Noiſe of a Silk-worm that gnaws a Mulberry- 
Leaf. If he is alone, or if there are but few of 
them together, no body can hear them; but part 
2 certain Number of them in a Cabinet, and 
then all theſe little Noiſes joined in Uniſon 
become mighty ſenſible to our | Ears. How | 
much more 1s it le that there be in the 


44.5 
8 


that Means 


At leaſt I delight in thinking ſo, not to rob 
any Production in Nature of the Perfection which 
ſhe is uſed to give to all. Nor could I think with- 
out a kind of Philoſophical Melancholy, * 
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had doomed to an eternal Silence innumerable 
Nations, which inhabit the Immenſicy of the 
Seas and Rivers. Silence is the Portion of the 
Dead. Speaking inlivens the Living themſelves. 
You may laugh at this modern Notion as much as 
you pleaſe, and jeſt upon my ſpeaking Fiſh, as 

doubtleſs he was laugh'd at who firſt mentioned | 
the Flying-fiſh ; but take Care that the one be 
not as true as the other, and that there be not - 
more Prejudice than Reaſon in your — 
For my Part, I find this Opinion agreeable to 
Reaſon' and Probability; and it is a ſufficient 
Motive to me to eſpouſe it, till I am undeceived | 
by ſtronger Arguments. 

The/ Reptiles and Inſects are juſt 5 10 the ame 
Caſe. There are many Kinds of Reptiles, which 
have very diſtin&t vocal Expreſſions; ſuch — 
Serpents, Frogs, and Toads; and conſ | 
arguing upon the Principle of the Uniformity 2 | 


Nature, we are intitled to ſuppoſe an equivalent 
in che Reſt; not to mention ſupplemental Miens, - 


Geſtures, and Looks. It is not quite fo with the 
Inſects. There * of them having, 
that we know © Expreſſion: properly ſo 
called. For we know that the Cry of the Cricket, 
the Singing of the Graſs hopper, the Noiſe of cer- 
e e and the Humming of the Flies, 
is not what we call à vocal Sound, and chat it is 
a2 Noiſe cauſed by the Trembling of a Mem- 
brane. But what of that? It cannot be doubted 
but that the Cry of the Cricket and 
ſerves them to call each other in6rder to mest, and 
very likely ts converſe. It may be thought that 
the Humming "of the Flies likewif ſervts them te 
know each ether in_Every' Shiny) either by the 
Uniformity and Uniſom of the Tone, or by im- 
ebe — vichia”our(Reach 5 
wil 


: 


„ 

which is equivalent to to vocal Expreſſion, and is at 
the ſame time a Proof how Nature, always uni- 
form as to what is general and eſſential, is at the 
ſame time ingenious in varying the Means and 
Particulars of her own Productions. Now, what 
Nature has done for 3 ſhe certainly 
has done for all. 

There is for inſtance a Kind of Spiders which 
have a very ſingular Method of teſtifying to each 
other their Deſire of being together. Tis true, 
I was only an Ear-Witneſs of this; but I have 
been well "faxed that they were Spiders which 
r A 

pider who wants Company, ſtrikes, with I know 
= what Inſtryment, againſt the Wall or. Wood 
where ſhe has ſettled, nine or ten gentle Blows, 
nearly like the Vibrations of a Watch, but a lit- 
tle louder and quicker, after which ſhe ſtays for 
an Anſwer, If ſhe hears none, Scoqpetuithe 
ſame by Intervals for about an Hour or two, re- 
ſuming this Exerciſe and reſting alternately Nigh 
and Day. After two or three Days, 7 | 
nothing, ſhe changes her Habitation, till ſhe: 
finds one that anſwers her. It is another Spider 
which anſwers her exactly in the ſame Manner, 
and as at were by Eccho. If the Latter likes the 
„ the Converſation grows brisker, and the 

frequent. Give Attention. 


y approach each other, and that the 
4 — laſt ſo cloſe 
— d, after. which hear 


more Noiſe. 


they are con- 
of the — ann : 
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and began the Converſation, and I have often 
given that Diverſion to . People,” whom 1 
told it was a familiar Spi 
How many like Di — might pa 
upon Inſects, if our Organs were delicate enough 
to ſee and perceive their Miens and Motions, and 
to hear their Voices, or what ſerves them inſtead 
of Voices! I am indeed perſuaded, that we ſhould 
find in the Ants, Worms, Scarabeus's, Caterpil- 
lers, Palmer-worms, Mites, and in all the Inſects, 
Language deſigned for their Preſervation and the 
Supply of their Wants. And as there are cer- 
tain Species of Inſects in which we obſerve greater 
Induſtry and Knowledge than in large Animals, 
it is ptobable that theſe Species have likewiſe 2 
more Language in proportion, always con- 
fined however to the Nen of RE. ©, 
I have ſeen ſame carrying their Conj ectures 


Ora vpn the Corina which the Ser- 
Eve in Eden. If Beaſts at that 
— ſays he, had had no other ge but 
what they have at preſent, what muſt have been 
Eve's Amazement to hear a Serpent ingaging in 


Converſation, and arguing coherently with 
Let us judge of this from the Amazement of E. 
laam when he heard his Aſs ſpeak. 


Struck with 
this Wonder, he acknowledged his Crime, and 
obeyed God's Command. Again, let us ; 
of this from the Effect which a like Event would. 
have on us. If we ſhould'all on a ſudden ſee 


a Dog ſit over againſt us, and come out with a 


rr 
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us to commit ſome Crime, or even to perſuade 
us to ſomething in itſelf indifferent, what wou d our 
ſurprize be Our Hair would ſtand an End: We 
ſhould think we ſaw the Devil; and far from 
ſuffering ourſelves to be prevailed upon, we would 
reject. ſuch Counſels with. Horror, at. leaſt we 
ſhould miſtruſt them, and in all hafte go and 
conſult with ſome-body. Nevertheleſs, Eve did 
nothing of all this. Eve, who was fo. virtuous 
and clear- ſighted, quickly liſtened to the artful 
Diſcourſe of the Serpent, diſputed with him, and 
at laſt ſuffered herſelf to be ſeduced. The Ser- 

ent, concluded this Perſon, and all the other 
ſts muſt needs then have ſpoken as Men do, 
and: their not ſpeaking now in the ſame Manner, 
muſt needs be a Puniſhment inflicted them 
by God,. for having ſerved as an to the 
Devil, and contributed to the Sin of Man. 
This Fancy made me laugh, andd if it diverts 
you I hayeag good Mind toletyouadoptit, and the 
mors ſo — in his Boliticks, had of Beaſts 
an Opinion mach like this; becauſe Foſephus in his 
Antiquities was of the ſame I 
much greater Weight) becauſe St. | 
fays E the earthly Para- 
di, of chick be makes 2 weiy fine: Deſer | 
chat! it was = with — which 3 


me ae of a Deſi 
ns 
what is to 


Fear 
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Fear or Diſtruſt were. She undoubtedly faw 


that the Serpent was no more than the Organ of 


ſome ſuperior Power. This even raiſed her Cu- 
rioſity, and the more becauſe, being born immor- 
tal and free from Pain, ſhe. knew very well that 


ſne had nothing to fear; and her Curioſity ſtill | 


increaſing her Raſbnek, ſhe made the fatal Trial 
of her own Frailty. You fee that nothing but 


Truth will do with me. Give me leave how- 
ever to take advantage of the abovementioned 
Text of St. Bail, to ſupport my Opinion .concern- = 


ing the Language of Beaſts. For if they under- 
S * ſpoke rationally in the ter- 


reſtrial Paradiſe, that is with Knowledge, to the 


purpoſe, and agreeably ' to their Wants, w 
ſhould they have loſt this Prerogative? '7 


Piece. Lam ready to return to Paris, and I in- 
end, phat it ſhall go thither before me; that you 
may have time enough to reflect on it, and ac- 
me with your Opinio of it at my return. 

t ſhall I then conclude without giving you a 
particular Dictionary of the Lan of Beaſts? 
That muſt be: * 57 25 OP that” the 
is impoſſible. There as man 
3 2 
of Beaſts. Tis true each Dictionary w 


very ſhort, but their Number would be infinite. 
To-give-you that of the feathered Kind I muſt 
be.able to —— Tons whlch Ger Las. 


in very 

u ag and wild a Nation, that 
impoſiible to follow them. | 

ird. is the moſt familiar. There 
fore. you will be able with 4 


It is time for me to pys an End to mis fall 


& be 
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find out the Meaning of moſt of his Phraſes, 
When he finds that his Mate neglects to fit on 
her Eggs, and is too long abſent from her Neſt, 
liſten to what he ſays, he will for certain tell ber 
that Moment that he is uneaſy, that ſhe muſt 
haſten to her Brood, and that he will beat her 
if the does not take to her Neſt immediately. 
When the Hen obliged to keep her young warm 
under her has not Time to go abroad, and the 
Cock drops ſome Food out of his Beak into hers, 
ſhe teſtifies her Satisfaction to him by the clap- 
ping of Wings, and by a little Cry different from 
all the others, which muſt ne nify, I 
* am very glad: You do me Pleaſure.“ There 
are among others two Circumſtances, in which 
the Canary-birds, as well as the Nightingale, the 
Chaffinch, the Linnet, and all Birds ſpeak, or if 
E will, ſing more than ordinary. I mean when 

calls 1 is courting a Female, and when ſhe 
is fitting on her Eggs or on her Brood, Though 
his Phraſe in both theſe Circumſtances ſeems to 
be the ſame, it may be obſerved however, that be- 
fides the Differences which we do not perceive, 
his ſinging in the firſt Caſe is more lively, more 
brisk, and attended with greater Fire. And 
what can it ſignify then, if not this, Come 
dear charming Female, who lookeſt for a Huſ- 
© band; I ſhall marry thee; we ſhall have a 
Houſhold in common?“ In the ſecond Caſe, 
the Canary- bird and the Nightingale ſay quite 
other Things. The Neceſſity of removing the 
Fears of their Females, which are too- buly to 
mind much their own Security, is what: makes 


them ſing on this Occaſion. The Husband + 
watches for his Mate pearched on a neigh * 
Branch, whence he obſerves all what paſſes, to 
inform her of it in caſe any Cauſe of Apprehen-. 


ſion 
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ſion ſhould appear. If he ſhould ceaſe ſingi 
but a Moment, the uneaſy Female would. qui | 
1 She rempins quietly there ſo long as he 
ing; but it would be a Prejudice 5 of 
Probability to beliève, that the Ni 
meerly for finging's fake, ſince have 80 No- 

tion of „ or any Senſe of Harmony. But 
though we ſhould be under the Neceſlity of be- 
lieving that he ſings, yer ſhould we till ſuppoſe 
that he Gigs Words, | mk that his Song ſigni- 
fies ſomething. And really, what can he intend 
to do then, if not to ſay to his Wife, Be cafy, 
I watch for you; 2 nothing to fear; 
* I ſhall give you Warning if any Thing hap- 

<< pens amt.” This is what Birds fay and re- 
peat all' Day long on the like Occaſion, The 
Sparrow, more Laconick in his Style, fays it in a 
very ſhort Phraſe, but which he is forever re- 
ing. The Phraſe of the Chaffinch is ſome- 
thing longer; that of the Canaxy-bird is longer 
ſill.z that of the Linnet is longer yet; and at laſt 
that of the Nightingale is the long ſt of all. For 
I look upon the whole Sequel of his ſinging as 
a ſingle Phraſe, which ſays no more than that of 
the Sparrow. Such is alſo the Diſcourſe of two 
Rival Cats mewing a Dialogue upon the Top 
, of a Houſe. kü only 3 
which their Wrath and Jealouly. 
Wherefore it is always followed by a Battle in 
Form, and by the Defeat of one of the two, ſo 
that one might compare them to the Heroes of 
Homer, who never failed to make long Speeches 
to on other before they came to Handy- cufls. 
I have inſenſibly made here a little Dictionary, 
whith may, if you will, Madam, ſerve as a Key 
to explain as nearly as you can the Language of 
all Braſts. Will you again have another very 


plain 


Y ferent Paſſions, and as they commonly have but 
one 


all here make y 004 Confelion, that will — | 
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plain Method? This is it. Tbe whole } 
of Beaſts- amounts to the — 
their Paſſions, and all their Faſſionz may be re- 
duced to a very ſmall Number, ux. Pleaſure, 
Pain, „Fear, Love, the Deſire of cating, 
the Care of their Young. you 

have the che Language of Beaſts, 
obſcrve them in the Circumſtances of -theſe-dif. 


for each, you will foon _ 
your" Dictionaries from the Model I have gi 
-- Which x hrs ro will of all che Di 

com a dt which will 
contain — the different Mac. of —— 
Ee Phraſe, I feel Pain; 
will render ĩt dnce in the La e of the Dog, 
the Cat, the Hog, the ce oche Dog, 
Se. The whole correctly pricke ed down in 
_—_— | gire You my Word that this will 
produce a mighty comical Reading. 

'Yon;fee I am im pon the mei 1-5 And why 

not? Bur what you fay--of my Sinctrity ? 1 


the whole ge to almoſt nothing. I mean 
that you muſt abſolutely retrench- from it what- | 
eve is: called · Phraſe or matical Conſtruction, 
not excepting" the moſt Contructed. Would you 
for inſtance believe,/that the moſt eloquent Night- 
ingale cannot Lein lis I Ive, I an 
very glad, I feebPledſurt. - This however is per- 
fectly true. Any Phraſe into which there enters 
what you call Grammatically firſt” ſecond; and 
third Perſon; J, hon, be, ye, and any other. the 
like Pron6un, together with wat you call Nouns 
Collective, Relative,” Comparative &c. are all of 
chem to be blotted out of the of 
| * The Reaſbn of this ig quite plain: : For 
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all theſe Words expreſs arbitrary and metaphyſi- 
cal Ideas, which Beafts can by no means have. 
They have none but direct Notions, abſolutely con- 
to the. preſent and material Object that ſtrikes 
their Senſes. Man, who is infinitely ſuperior both 
in his Language and Ideas, cannot expreſs his 


Mind without compoſing his Diſcourſe of relative 


and perſonal Terms, that determine the Senſe 
and Application of it. Even thoſe who ſpeak 
a Language worſe, as a German who ſpeaks 
broken Engliſh will tell you: Me ſuffer Fever: 
You love the Wine. In Beaſts the Expreſſion is 
ſtill much inferior to this Jargon; and if I have 

reſented their Diſcourſes by Phraſes compoſed 
after our own manner, it is becauſe I could not 
render them otherwiſe: For in good Truth, 


Beaſts in a Manner cannot expreſs any thing more 


than the Name of the Paſſions they feel, They 

can have no other Expreſſions than thoſe which 

correſpond to the following, viz. Pain, Pleaſure, 
Fear, Anger, &c. 

I am ſorry things are not more to the Honour 
of Beaſts; but an Author muſt be juſt, and I ne- 
ver intended to aſcribe any thing to them but what 
Nature thought proper ta give them. You are not 
to think however, that all is loft. For to take things 
rightly, is it of any conſequence that Beaſts ſhould 
pronounce a Phraſe with diſtinction of Perſons, 
compoſed after our own Manner, provided they 
be as well underſtood ? Your Bitch, *tis true, can- 
not fay to you, I love you; but what ſhe ſays in 
reality ſignifies that ſhe does love you, and you 
underſtand her very well. What would ſhe have 
and what can you deſire more? Does it not come to 


the very fame thing? Doubtleſs it does. There- 


fore, be not difheartened, Madam, and if you have 
any ſpare time, you are at Liberty to make no 
I account 


166 


Accdunt- of the cavilling Diſtinction. I have been 
Juſt propoſi ng, and according]y v to? goyſeriouſly 
about making of your Dictionaries. How, will 
you” be. 7+ 5-0} when you are once, arrived to 
| the Point of being able to conyerſe with. the Birds, 
and of underſtanding. all;their, .dome ick Secrets! 
Jon will no longer be ſcen any Where, but in 
Woods, and the World 0 chaps accuſe me 
of having 25 5 them n agrecable 
Jy II'S a . RI 
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